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You’re the Jury:

The State vs. Max Cooper 

A Courtroom Drama

by

Steve Shear and Susan Shear

Synopsis

Peter Lambert moved into a tranquil community and soon began terrorizing the neighbors.  Max, an upstanding member of the community, soon found himself in a feud with Peter that escalated to one fateful night that ended with Max shooting Peter in the shoulder, causing Dean Palan, an innocent bystander, to veer off the road and die.  Arrested for the attempted murder of Peter Lambert, and the death of poor Dean Palan, Max contends that he “didn’t know the gun was loaded with real bullets” and that his wife, Savannah, switched the blanks for the real thing.  Savannah was outraged by the accusation even though she had a flirtatious reputation and was rumored to have been “involved” with Peter.  The State argues that rage and revenge were involved in this exciting courtroom drama, laced with humor, in which the audience, as the Jury, must deliver the verdict.  Three different endings are provided depending on the jury’s outcome.  

Unique, interactive and engaging.   21 actors, doubling possible, many gender and age neutral roles.




      Cast of Characters

Rudy Oliver 


Reporter (optional) 

Jody Greenstreet

Bailiff

Francis Hart


Judge
 
Terry Stone


Attorney for the Defense

Alex Rhodes


Attorney for the Defense
 
Leslie LaRUE


Attorney for the State


Dale Lane


Attorney for the State


Connie Johnson

Attorney for the State

Reggie Brinwaller

State Witness




Avery Summers

State Witness

Lonnie Jacobson

State Witness
Peter Lambert
 
State Witness
Kelly Traveena

State Witness

Gilbert Grover

State Witness

Val Baker


State Witness
Carrie Brubaker

State Witness

Nolan Hinkle

State Witness
Loren Winer


Defense Witness
Betty Doolittle

Defense Witness
Savannah Cooper

Defense Witness
 

Max Cooper


The Defendant

Note: With the exception of Max and Savannah Cooper, Peter Lambert, Gilbert Grover,

Nolan Hinkle and Betty Doolittle, all other roles are gender neutral and have gender

neutral first names. Attorneys can carry legal pads on stage and refer to their lines

periodically. Some witnesses can have notes as well, so long as their referring to notes

makes sense for their character.







Setting

A Courtroom setting in which the audience takes the role of the Jury. The actors’ set includes a Judge’s Bench, a Witness Stand, a Bailiff’s Box, an Exhibit Table and Attorneys Tables and Chairs.  

OPTIONAL PROLOGUE

(after the audience is seated, Witnesses and Attorneys begin entering. The Reporter, RUDY OLIVER, enters and begins to interview some of them. RUDY holds a hand-held microphone)  

RUDY:  This is Rudy Oliver reporting live for [KNSB] Television on the

sensational trial of Max Cooper, who is accused of shooting and wounding his

neighbor and causing the death of an innocent man here in the [SaddleBrooke

community, just north of Tucson, Arizona] and he did this all in the name of rage

and revenge, according to the State Prosecutors. Will Max Cooper be

convicted? The community is holding its breath, waiting for the outcome of this

amazing case.  Oh, some of the witnesses have just arrived. Let’s see if they’ll talk

to us.

 
(LONNIE JACOBSON enters first)

RUDY:  (approaches Lonnie) Excuse me, aren’t you Lonnie Jacobson, one of the

witnesses who will be testifying today?

LONNIE:  Yes, yes I am.

RUDY:  And if I’m not mistaken, you’re one of the so-called “fearsome five”

residing in [SaddleBrooke]?

LONNIE:  That is correct.

RUDY:  Can you tell the viewers why you’re called the fearsome five?

LONNIE:  Well, we are a group of residents formed to keep our neighborhood

safe from—that Peter Lambert. It’s so unlike me to be part of something like this

but it seems so important. Of course, I never imagined things would turn out like

this! And I’ve certainly never been involved in a trial before.


(KELLY enters)

RUDY:  Thank you M_. Jacobson. ...Oh, isn’t that Kelly Traveena?  I believe she’s

on the witness list also.

LONNIE:  Yes, I believe so.

RUDY:  Excuse me please. 


(LONNIE goes to his/her seat)

RUDY:  (RUDY approaches KELLY)  M_. Traveena, my name is Rudy Oliver from

[KNSB] television. May I have a moment?

KELLY:  Of course, I always have a moment for someone holding a microphone.

RUDY:  Can you tell the viewers your full name and occupation?

KELLY:  I would be delighted. I am Kelly Traveena. I am the head docent at the

Botanical Garden Museum where I specialize in rare plants, [especially Cacti]. That’s of

course why I’m here today.

RUDY:  I see. And how did you become interested in these plants? 

KELLY:  Well—it’s all about caring and bonding. You know each plant has its own

personality—some are shy and reticent—others are bold, aggressive, and then others

are quite vindictive and nasty. Each one must be nurtured in its own way—like

children in a family. We are our own little plant family you know. They ...


(LOREN enters)

RUDY:  Thank you M_. Traveena. ... Yes, too much rambling isn’t good for ratings! (He

walks toward Loren Winer leaving Kelly standing there with her mouth open.)  Aren’t

you Loren Winer, one of the foremost experts on firearm safety?


(KELLY goes to his/her seat)

WINER:  Well, yes, I am Loren Winer. I don’t know about being the foremost expert on

firearms but I am a member of the [Arizona] Firearms Association—and I will be

testifying here today.

RUDY:  Can you summarize your testimony for our listeners who are no doubt on the

edges of their seats?

WINER:  Well M...

RUDY:  Oliver, Rudy Oliver of [KNSB] Television.

WINER:  Well, M_.Oliver, you know I can’t talk about my testimony. But I can say that

I am always an advocate of those who want to learn about gun safety. Your viewers can

go to our website, [AZFA].org. Now, you will have to excuse me. I must find my seat.  


(WINER leaves RUDY standing there and goes to his/her seat.)

The play comes with the jury ballot, reporter’s questions, and more—everything to make this a suspenseful, fun, theatrical event.
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Now, get the entire play—such fun!
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