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SENIOR THEATRE

RESOURCE CENTER

ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around the
world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of experience in
the field to help them find useful materials and information that makes their
productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA Times,
Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, on CNN, NBC,
and in many other media sources.

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and trends on
our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch with the field with
our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our President, Bonnie
Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present workshops that
supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We’re here to help you be
successful in Senior Theatre!

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!

ArtAge Publications
Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President
PO Box 19955
Portland OR 97280
503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998
bonniev@seniortheatre.com
www.seniortheatre.com

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com
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NOTICE

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the United
States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal Copyright
Convention.

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing the
material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use of a
playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income.

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, stage
manager, lighting and sound crew leader.

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations,
additions, or deletions to the text must be approved.

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part, in any
medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional, are fully
reserved.

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, paying
or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, cuttings, scenes,
and excerpts.

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is payable
two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional rates or other
questions. Royalty fees are subject to change.

Insert the following paragraph in your programs:

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior Theatre
Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com

Copyright 2017 Eric Weil

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com
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HEART TO HEART
By Eric Weil
CAST
ELLIS: Organ Transplantation Doctor, either M or F, in his or her 50’s or 60’s
JULIA: Newly widowed, in her 50’s or 60’s

SANDY: Hopeful spouse, in her 50’s or 60’s

Place
A hospital corridor.

Time

The present.
At Rise: An empty hospital corridor. Enter ELLIS, a doctor dressed in scrubs, carrying a cooler.
JULIA follows.
JULIA: Doctor?
ELLIS: Yes?
JULIA: Can I take one look?
ELLIS: At your husband’s heart?
JULIA: Yes. May I? Please, doctor?
ELLIS: This is highly irregular.

JULIA: I'm begging you. One last look.

ELLIS: His body is in the organ acquisition operating room. You should say your good-
byes to him there.

JULIA: I said good-bye to his kidneys, his corneas, his lungs, his liver. You have to let
me say good-bye to his heart.

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com
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ELLIS: Thank you for agreeing to donate your husband’s organs so that others might
live, but you are delaying the transplantation process. Every minute increases the risk
that the recipient will reject this heart.

JULIA: Just a peek. I'll be quick, I promise.

ELLIS: Well, all right. If it will get me to the transplantation operating room sooner. (he
begins to open the cooler)

(Enter SANDY. ELLIS closes the cooler before JULIA gets to look in.)

SANDY: What's going on? Is this the heart my husband has been waiting for?
ELLIS: You aren’t supposed to meet the donor’s family.

SANDY: It is the heart!

ELLIS: Please return to the waiting room. The organ donation process is supposed to be
anonymous.

SANDY: I don’t know her.
JULIA: And I don’t know her.
ELLIS: But now you do.

SANDY: It can’t be undone. What's the hold-up anyway? My husband is lying over
there with no heart, a machine keeping him alive. He’s ready for this operation.

JULIA: I wanted to say good-bye. I lost my husband today, you know...
SANDY: I'm sorry for your loss. But...
ELLIS: There’s no time for this, ladies!

JULIA: The heart’s on ice. Hearts make it through plane flights. It will survive a trip
across the hospital.

SANDY: You're right, doctor. But give her a look and get it over with.
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ELLIS: Okay, okay.

(ELLIS opens the cooler. JULIA hawks up phlegm. Just as she spits, he jerks the cooler away and
closes it. JULIA misses.)

ELLIS: What are you doing?

SANDY: Are you crazy?

JULIA: That son of a bitch!

ELLIS: You are jeopardizing the transplant!

JULIA: Are you sure that thing is transplantable?

SANDY: Don’t do this.

ELLIS: It’s fine. It’s just an organ. Body tissue.

JULIA: His heart is a stone, I'm telling you.

SANDY: Please!

ELLIS: This is one reason why the process is supposed to be anonymous!
JULIA: Are you sure you want your husband to have the heart of a cheater? A cold-

blooded liar and con artist that finally got caught cooking his company’s books and
couldn’t face the music so he blew out his brains?

SANDY: Oh, dear. That’s bad.

JULIA: He was carrying on with some bimbo he met in one of his community service
clubs. Which I only learned today.

SANDY: Oh my.
JULIA: The police literally chased him home from work today. He’d been embezzling

for three years, thousands and thousands of dollars. All of it spent on her, I guess. I sure
didn’t see any of it!
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SANDY: That's terrible.

JULIA: He came home to get his gun. I said, “What are you doing?” He fired once out
the door at the cops and confessed everything while they waited for back-up. He told
me he wasn’t going to let them take him to prison. And you know what the last thing he
said to me was before he stuck the gun in his mouth?

SANDY: I'm not sure I want to know.

JULIA: He wants me to let the bimbo sit with me at the funeral.

SANDY: That is cold.

JULIA: So, yeah. The heart in that cooler is as cold as a rock in a Siberian river.

ELLIS: It’s just a pump, made of tissue. It was warm and working a few minutes ago.
JULIA: You don’t need ice to keep his heart fresh. It’s a lump of ice all by itself.
ELLIS: That’s a metaphor!

SANDY: Do I really want that man’s heart inside my husband?

ELLIS: Your husband is under anesthesia on an operating table, with an empty chest
cavity. Do you want him to wake up? Ever?

JULIA: Look, I shouldn’t have said all that stuff. I'm sorry.
SANDY: No, that’s okay. You had to get it off your chest.
JULIA: The truth is, I loved the bastard.

SANDY: I know what you mean.

JULIA: I really, really had no clue. Until today.

END OF FREEVIEW
You’ll want to read and perform this show!
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