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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around the
world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of experience in
the field to help them find useful materials and information that makes their
productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.
ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA Times,
Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, on CNN,
NBC, and in many other media sources.
ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and trends on
our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch with the field with
our very popular enewsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our President, Bonnie
Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present workshops that
supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We’re here to help you be
successful in Senior Theatre!
We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!
ArtAge Publications
Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President
PO Box 19955
Portland OR 97280
503‐246‐3000 or 800‐858‐4998 bonniev@seniortheatre.com
www.seniortheatre.com
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NOTICE
Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the
United States of America, the British Commonwealth of Nations, including
Canada, and all countries of the Berne and Universal Copyright Convention.
The printed text is offered for sale at the price quoted, with the
understanding that if any additional copies are needed for production, they
will be purchased from the publisher.
Consult our website for policies regarding the right to make copies for your
cast. Sharing of the material with other organizations or persons is
prohibited. This play may not be reproduced in any other form without the
written permission of the publisher. The laws of the United States are
specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials.
Royalty: The writing of plays is a means of livelihood. Unlawful use of a
playwrightʹs work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income. The play
is subject to royalty payment for professional and amateur performances.
This includes readings, cuttings, scenes and excerpts, whether admission fee
is charged or not.
The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is
payable two weeks prior to your production. Insert in your programs:
“Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’
Senior Theatre Resource Center at www.seniortheatre.com, 800‐
8584998.”
Contact ArtAge Publications for information about royalty for professional
productions, permission to videotape, or additional questions. Royalty fees
are subject to change.
Copyright 2015
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CAST

THE COACH:
Team Members
ANNE:
GERTRUDE:
JANICE:
MARIA:
PENELOPE:

An authoritarian male, any age.

A vivacious woman, who likes to party.
A sex‐obsessed woman.
A prissy, fussy woman who constantly primps herself ‐‐ filing her nails,
touching her hair, and so on.
A slightly ditsy woman, often talking to herself.
A sedate and prudish, but kindly, woman. Smallish.

All team members are over 60 years of age.
Place
The park.
At Rise: The team members, wearing sweats or a basketball uniform, trudge in.
JANICE: I think Iʹm getting heat prostration.
ANNE: Women donʹt have a prostate, dear.
(The COACH is the last to enter)
COACH: And you call yourselves a basketball team? This may end up being the most
humiliating defeat of my whole coaching career. Now get over there and sit down,
while we discuss what weʹre going to do about it!
(The WOMEN sit on the park benches. All of them become silent and serious)
The score‐‐59 to 6! Weʹre losing by 53 points! And itʹs only halftime! In all my years of
coaching in the Over 60 Womenʹs Park Basketball League, Iʹve never been losing at
halftime by such a lopsided score! All of you should take a good hard look at
yourselves and ask, ʺWhy didnʹt you play better?ʺ
MARIA: (Looking at and saying to ANNE) Why didnʹt you play better?
ANNE: I think Coach meant that we should each ask that question of ourselves, dear.
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MARIA: I talk to myself enough during the day. One of the reasons I play basketball is
so I wonʹt talk to myself so much during the day. I donʹt think we should be asked to
talk to ourselves.
COACH: (The COACH blows his whistle) No interruptions! You should all be asking
yourselves, ʺWhy do you participate in a competitive sport?ʺ
MARIA: (To herself) He should make up his mind about what question we should be
asking ourselves.
COACH: Whatʹs it all about, ladies? Why do you play basketball? Why do you play any
sport?
GERTRUDE: To build up our muscles?
COACH: Thatʹs a reason, Gertrude, but not the main reason we play basketball!
MARIA: To build up our cardiovascular fitness.
COACH: You obviously donʹt have much of a heart for basketball, Maria. But thatʹs not
the main reason.
MARIA: (To herself) I thought it was.
COACH: So what is the main reason?
ANNE: To socialize with the fellow members of your team. I love to party after games.
Party at my place after the gameʹs over, ladies.
COACH: How can you even think of partying after losing like this to a team of ancient
nuns? Losing to the Little Sisters of Mercy‐‐59 to 6 at halftime! And them playing in
long skirts.

FreeView
Warning: This is copyrighted material
Now buy the entire show—such fun!
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