New Car Shopping

Arthur S. Keyser

ArtAge

Publications



New Car Shopping 2

SENIOR THEATRE

RESOURCE CENTER

ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around
the world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of
experience in the field to help them find useful materials and information
that makes their productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Time Magazine, Modern
Maturity, on CNN, NBC, and in many other media sources.

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and
trends on our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch
with the field with our very popular enewsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our
President, Bonnie Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present
workshops that supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We're here
to help you be successful in Senior Theatre!

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!

ArtAge Publications
Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President
PO Box 19955
Portland OR 97280
503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998
bonniev@seniortheatre.com
www.seniortheatre.com
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NOTICE

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the
United States of America, the British Commonwealth of Nations, including
Canada, and all countries of the Berne and Universal Copyright
Convention.

The printed text is offered for sale at the price quoted, with the
understanding that if any additional copies are needed for production,
they will be purchased from the publisher.

The purchase of this play as an e-script entitles the purchaser the right to
make photocopies for your cast. Sharing of the material with other
organizations or persons is prohibited. This play may not be reproduced in
any other form without the written permission of the publisher. Please
include the copyright statement on each copy made. The laws of the
United States are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials.

Royalty: The writing of plays is a means of livelihood. Unlawful use of a
playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income. The
play is subject to royalty payment for professional and amateur
performances. This includes readings, cuttings, scenes and excerpts,
whether admission fee is charged or not.

The royalty for amateur productions of New Car Shopping is $20 per
performance and is and payable two weeks prior to your production.
Insert in your programs:

“Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’
Senior Theatre Resource Center at www.seniortheatre.com, 800-858-
4998.”

Contact ArtAge Publications for information about royalty for professional
productions, permission to videotape, or additional questions. Royalty fees
are subject to change.

Copyright 2011

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, www.seniortheatre.com, 800-858-4998
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WARNING: COYRIGHTED MATERIAL

FreeView

NEW CAR SHOPPING
By

Arthur S. Keyser

CAST

CARDELIA: A saleswoman in an automobile agency
HONEY: A customer shopping for a new car
SETTING

(The setting is an automobile agency.)

(Lights up. As the play begins, Cardelia is sitting at her desk in the showroom of

an automobile agency. Honey approaches Cardelia’s desk.)
HONEY: Excuse me. Can you tell me where I might find Mr. Cardelia?
CARDELIA: You're looking at him - I mean her. I'm Cardelia.

HONEY: There must be some mistake. I asked one of the men over there if I
could speak to a salesman. He pointed this way and said I should see Cardelia.

CARDELIA: Well - you found me.

HONEY: But -
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CARDELIA: The guys here don't want to deal with women. They think all
women are just shoppers and not buyers. They send all the women customers to
me.

HONEY: Are you an automobile salesman?
CARDELIA: Do I look like a salesman? I'm a saleswoman and I spend my
working life helping women like you.

HONEY: I don't know. My husband told me I should ask for a salesman, who
knows which would be the best car for me.

CARDELIA: Trust me, Sugar, I know what's best for you.
HONEY: My name isn't Sugar - it's Honey.

CARDELIA: Sugar - Honey - there's no difference. They're both sweet. The
minute I saw you, I could tell you were sweet.

HONEY: I didn't mean to correct you.

CARDELIA: That's okay, Sugar. Be thankful your parents didn't name you
Sweet'n Low. (pause.) Just kidding. When I feel close to someone, I like to kid
around.

HONEY: Close? We just met.

CARDELIA: That's okay. As soon as I meet someone, I can tell if we're going to
be close. I think we're gonna be best friends. I've been looking for a best friend
for a long time and I can tell that you're gonna be that person.

HONEY: But it's only been a few minutes -

CARDELIA: It's not how long we've known each other that's important. It may
have been only a few minutes, but it was quality time. I can feel it. We're

bonding.

HONEY: If you say so. (pause. Is it okay if I sit down?
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CARDELIA: (pointing to the chair across the desk from where Cardellia is sitting.)
Sugar, that chair has your name on it. Take the weight off.

HONEY: The weight?
CARDELIA: Just an expression. Sit down is too formal when you're talking to
someone you like a lot.

(Honey sits down.)
HONEY: This chair is really uncomfortable. Is it the only one you have?
CARDELIA: It's a special chair for our customers. We call it our comparison
chair. After you've sat there for a while, we let you sit in the passenger seat of

one of our new vehicles. It really makes the car seat feel so good.

HONEY: But won’t that give me the wrong impression about the seat in the car
and distort my judgment?

CARDELIA: Not at all! We employ an ergonometric psychiatrist on our staff and
he advised us to do this. Just trust me. We wouldn’t do anything to distort your
judgment. (pause.) So Sugar, what wonderful thing can I do for you today?

HONEY: I told you. My name isn’t Sugar. (pause.) It's Honey.

CARDELIA: I know. I was just testing you. These days you can't be too careful.
Especially with all those identity thieves.

HONEY: What does getting my name wrong have to do with identity theft?

CARDELIA: That's a very good question. I'll have to think about it. But let's not
get off the subject. What was it that made you come looking for me today?

WARNING: COYRIGHTED MATERIAL
Now, buy the entire play —such fun!
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