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NOTICE

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the
United States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal

Copyright Convention.

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials.
Sharing the material with other organizations or persons is prohibited.
Unlawful use of a playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her

rightful income.

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director,

stage manager, lighting and sound crew leader.

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations,

additions, or deletions to the text must be approved.

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part,
in any medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional,

are fully reserved.

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience,
paying or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings,

cuttings, scenes, and excerpts.

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is
payable two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional

rates or other questions. Royalty fees are subject to change.
Insert the following paragraph in your programs:

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior
Theatre Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com

Favorite Cousins © 2015 by Allan Bates
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FAVORITE COUSINS
(Still Got It)

A One-Act Comedy
by

Allan Bates

CAST

CAROLYN: An elderly woman, preferably in her 80s, very alert and spunky.
Carolyn is Kent’s “mother” because she married Kent's father after Kent’s
biological mother died young. After the marriage, the family went on to have
many years of loving relationships. Carolyn lives with John and his family.

‘“

JOHN: Carolyn’s ‘cousin,” two years younger than Carolyn. Also in very good
mental health and equally spunky.

KENT: Carolyn’s ‘son.” Middle aged. Somewhat overly protective of Carolyn.

GLORIA: John’s daughter. Middle aged. Concerned for John’s well-being. Does
not live with him.

Place
Varies. A bare stage. A rocking chair whenever appropriate.
When entering, each character might be carrying a chair to use. Costumes will
change in various scenes, from sensibly casual to mildly flamboyantly tourist.

Time

Now. The present.

Running time —about 22 minutes. Bits of popular songs, relevant to the key
character in each scene, might be added as scenes change, slightly increasing the
running time.

Each scene has a title. An actor/stage manager, probably dressed as an attendant
on a cruise, posts placards of the titles.
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Old Folks Rock is a series of three plays, Thief!, Favorite Cousins, and Opus
88. They can be done together or each play can also stand alone.

If you are continuing from Thief!, Henry in Thief! addresses the audience.

HENRY: I need to use the restroom more often than I used to, and I know
some of us get sore in the tail end when we sit too long, so we're going to
have an intermission here. Get up and stretch. Get some circulation back
in your legs while we clear this furniture off the stage and get ready for
Favorite Cousins. Oh yes, additional kisses are entirely up to you. I'm not
going to tell you again.

Intermission

HENRY: A lot of this next play happens over the phone, so there’s not
much furniture here; you'll have to imagine all that. It's mostly about
Carolyn and John. You probably know some old folks like them.

He blows the audience a kiss and exits.

FAVORITE COUSINS—WHAT’S UP?
Carolyn is in a rocking chair, barely onstage, fidgeting, perhaps trying to read a book, but
not really able. John enters downstage, phone in hand, and telephones his daughter

Gloria. Telephone rings and rings. Although Carolyn is onstage, she is not part of this
scene.

JOHN: Damn. OK, daughter. If your machine isn’t on, you must be home.

Gloria enters with wet hands, gingerly holding a phone.

GLORIA: Hi, Dad. I had my hands in dishwater. Everything OK?
JOHN: Sure. Everything’s fine. How are the kids?

GLORIA: Fine. You sure?
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JOHN: Sure what?

GLORIA: That everything’s OK?

JOHN: Of course. Why do you ask?

GLORIA: You usually call me on Tuesday. And I usually call you on Fridays.
JOHN: Yeah. So?

GLORIA: Today’s Thursday.

JOHN: Is there any reason I can’t call you on Thursdays?

GLORIA: Of course not. You can always call any day you want. You sure you're
fine?

JOHN: Yep. I'm fine. Feeling good.

GLORIA: That's good. And we're fine too. What's up?

JOHN: Nothing. (Beat) Have you had any contact recently with your cousins?
GLORIA: Which cousins?

JOHN: I was thinking mostly of Kent.

GLORIA: Kent’s my second cousin. Or something like that.

JOHN: Any contact with Kent?

GLORIA: Uh...we got a Christmas card from him.

JOHN: When?

GLORIA: At Christmas. In December.

JOHN: That’s when Christmas cards come. Just this last Christmas?

GLORIA: Sure. Last Christmas.

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com



Old Folks Rock: Favorite Cousins

JOHN: Just from him?
GLORIA: From his wife and kids too. And Carolyn.
JOHN: Did they say how Carolyn is doing?

GLORIA: Lively as always. Always in somebody’s hair. Fussing because she
hadn’t done anything interesting all year. That’s about what they said.

JOHN: That’s hard to believe. Carolyn was always up to something.
GLORIA: When'’s the last time you saw her?

JOHN: I don’t know. Maybe at your wedding. To Tom.

GLORIA: Yeah, yeah, yeah. Fourteen years ago.

JOHN: That long?

GLORIA: That long. Always the smartass, aren’t you? I'm sure Carolyn’s
changed by now.

JOHN: Do you happen to have her number?
GLORIA: Her phone number?

JOHN: Well...yeah. Or her social security number...so I can...Of course, her
phone number.

GLORIA: You want to call Carolyn?
JOHN: Just thought I'd...
GLORIA: OK. Why not? She’s living with Kent and Jenny now.

END OF FREEVIEW

You'll want to read and perform this show.
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