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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around the 
world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of experience in 
the field to help them find useful materials and information that makes their 
productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.  
 
ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA Times, 
Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, on CNN, NBC, 
and in many other media sources. 
 
ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and trends on 
our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch with the field 
with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our President, Bonnie 
Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present workshops that 
supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We’re here to help you be 
successful in Senior Theatre!  
  

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams! 
 

ArtAge Publications 
Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President 

PO Box 19955 
Portland OR 97280 

503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998 
bonniev@seniortheatre.com 
www.seniortheatre.com 
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NOTICE 
 

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the United 
States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal Copyright 
Convention.  
 
The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing the 
material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use of a 
playwright’s work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income. 
 
Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, stage 
manager, lighting and sound crew leader.  
 
Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations, 
additions, or deletions to the text must be approved. 
 
Permission to Film: You do not have permission to film, record, or distribute the 
play in any medium. You are also not allowed to post on electronic services such 
as, but not limited to, YouTube. Exceptions must be granted by written 
permission from the publisher.  
 
Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, paying 
or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, cuttings, scenes, 
and excerpts.  
 
The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is payable 
two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional rates or other 
questions. Royalty fees are subject to change. 
 
Insert the following paragraph in your programs: 
 

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior Theatre 
Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com. 

 
Mike ‘Hard-As’ Nails and the Case of the Wandering Buck © 2018 by Georgia Tuxbury 
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MIKE ‘HARD AS’ NAILS AND THE CASE OF THE WANDERING BUCK  
 

CAST 
 

MIKE ‘HARD-AS’ NAILS 
JOY BUCHANAN 

 
Setting: MIKE’s office has a desk with a chair, and to the side of the desk, another chair. The desk 
holds an ash tray and coffee cup as well as scattered papers and pens. An overflowing waste 
basket sits to the side of the desk. A hat rack stands in a corner. 
 
At Rise: Rinky-tink piano music is playing. MIKE sits, feet on his desk. He swings his legs off 
the desk, rises and, walking back and forth in front of his desk. As he speaks to the audience, 
music ceases. 
 
MIKE: (talking tough) Here in McAllen, a city that never sleeps…where crime never 
takes a holiday—not even for Valentine’s Day—one man fights the forces of evil…fights 
for justice…fights for the common man. And he fights even harder for the common 
woman! That man’s name is Mike Nails, Private Eye. I am that man! ‘Hard-As’ Nails, 
they call me. I investigate some pretty tough cases: the guys who don't turn off their cell 
phones in meetings, the people who eat at restaurant buffets and bring home doggie 
bags, the guys who paint graffiti on restroom walls—though I've gotten a few pretty 
good phone numbers that way. But I try to steer away from problems between a 
husband and a wife. So I didn’t care to take on Joy Buchanan’s case, only she 
was…well…so persuasive I couldn’t resist. And she had a body that could haunt a 
man’s dreams. Besides, in this business it’s hard to make a dollar. So I took her case. 
Here’s how it all happened.  
 
(MIKE returns to his desk and sits down while rinky-tink piano music plays. There is a knock on 
the door. Music ceases.) 
 
MIKE: Come in. 
 
(JOY BUCHANAN enters. She saunters over to MIKE and leans on his desk.) 
 
JOY: Hi, big boy. I’m Joy. 
 
MIKE: I’m sure you are. 
 
JOY: Joy Buchanan. Wife of Big Buck Buchanan. So called because he likes big bucks. 
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MIKE: (he acts interested now) You mean your husband is wealthy. 
 
JOY: No. He’s a deer hunter. 
 
MIKE: A deer hunter. I see. So…why don’t you have a seat? (he motions to chair) 
 
JOY: I’d rather sit here. (she sits on his desk, crossing her legs seductively) 
 
MIKE: What brings you to Mike ‘Hard-As’ Nails, Mrs. Buchanan? 
 
JOY: You can call me Joy, Mr. Nails. 
 
MIKE: And you can call me what everyone else does…’Hard-As.’ 
 
JOY: All right, ‘Hard-Ass.’ 
 
MIKE: That’s ‘Hard-As,’ Joy. 
 
JOY: Of course. 
 
MIKE: So…what brings you here? 
 
JOY: My husband, Big Buck. I think he’s seeing another woman. 
MIKE: Oh, I try to steer away from cases like that. They only make hard feelings. And I 
just don’t like to see a husband and wife break up. Marriage is something sacred. 
 
JOY: Please, ‘Hard-As,’ you MUST help me. (she leans over seductively to MIKE and bats 
her eyelashes) 
 
MIKE: Well, since you put it that way, what can I do for you? 
 
JOY: Every Thursday night he tells me he is going to the Bingo Palace to play Bingo. 
 
MIKE: And you don’t think he is? 
 
JOY: No, I don’t. He leaves at 4 p.m. To study the cards, he says. 
 
MIKE: That’s possible. 
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JOY: But he doesn’t return until after midnight. 
 
MIKE: Maybe he goes out for coffee with some of the other bingo players.  
 
JOY: And maybe you just fell off the turnip wagon. 
 
MIKE: Okay, so you think he’s fooling around. 
 
JOY: Now you’re getting it. So last Thursday I went to the Bingo Palace to find out for 
sure. Big Buck wasn’t there. 
 
MIKE: That’s terrible. 
 
JOY: Not really, I won twenty bucks. (changing attitude) But winning isn’t everything. I 
knew then that I had lost my own Buck. Big Buck Buchanan. 
 
MIKE: So where do you think he is on Thursday nights? 
 
JOY: He’s on South Padre Island. At Louie’s Backyard. I found the VISA bills. 
 
MIKE: So what do you want me to do? 
 
JOY: I want you to go to Louie’s Backyard this Thursday and find out who the little doe 
is that Big Buck is after. Get there at five. 
MIKE: At five? 
 
JOY: Knowing Big Buck, he’s going for the Early Bird Special. He’s as tight as the ring 
on a fat lady’s finger. 
 
MIKE: Do you have a photo of him so I know who I’m looking for? 
 
JOY: No, I don’t. He’s camera shy. 
 
MIKE: A lot of men are. 
 
JOY: He’s got good reason. He’s as homely as a bowl of mush. 
 

END OF FREEVIEW 
You’ll want to read and perform this show! 


