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SENIOR THEATRE

RESOURCE CENTER

ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around the
world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of experience in
the field to help them find useful materials and information that makes their
productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA Times,
Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, on CNN, NBC,
and in many other media sources.

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and trends on
our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch with the field
with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our President, Bonnie
Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present workshops that
supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We’re here to help you be
successful in Senior Theatre!

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!

ArtAge Publications
Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President
PO Box 19955
Portland OR 97280
503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998
bonniev@seniortheatre.com
www.seniortheatre.com
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NOTICE

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the United
States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal Copyright
Convention.

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing the
material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use of a
playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income.

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, stage
manager, lighting and sound crew leader.

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations, additions,
or deletions to the text must be approved.

Permission to Film: You do not have permission to film, record, or distribute the
play in any medium. You are also not allowed to post on electronic services such
as, but not limited to, YouTube. Exceptions must be granted by written
permission from the publisher.

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, paying
or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, cuttings, scenes,
and excerpts.

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is payable
two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional rates or other
questions. Royalty fees are subject to change.

Insert the following paragraph in your programs:

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior Theatre
Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com.

Out to Lunch © 2019 by Lennie Singer
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OUT TO LUNCH
By Lennie Singer
CAST

WALTER: Probably pushing Ninety-five. Pretty slow and crotchety. Can’t hear for
beans. Shuffles when he walks. Sharp wit though.

AGNES: Seventies. Pushy, edgy, and a bit crass.

ROSIE: Seventies. Wants to live life to the fullest. She’s full of energy and laughter.
Vivacious and fun.

BEA: Late seventies, early eighties. Still on the newest fad diet after all these years.
She’s very careful about her appearance and primps a lot.

GLADIS: Late seventies, early eighties. Tends toward gossip and is incredibly flighty.

Place
A restaurant.

Time
Noontime.
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Setting: A restaurant. There are two tables at opposite ends of the stage. One table is center left,
the other down right. Tables both have four chairs.

At Rise: Slowly, Walter is spreading the tablecloth onto the table center left. Then he places a
vase with artificial flowers in the center, immediately knocking it over. He replaces the flowers
into the vase, carefully sets it down. As he puts glasses on the table, he knocks over the vase.
Again, flowers spew out of the vase. He carefully puts them back, sets out the napkin-rolled
utensils. As he does the last one, he—once again —knocks over the vase. Exasperated, he looks
around to see if anyone is watching and then just scatters the flowers around the table and
removes the vase. He then thinks for a moment as if he’s not sure what he’s supposed to do next.
He leaves, then comes back with a pitcher and pours water in the glasses. As he places four
menus on the table, he hears gleeful chattering and turns to see four ladies looking for a table.

WALTER: Ladies. (He beckons them to the table, but they re too busy chatting to notice him.
Ladies. (He beckons once more, to no avail.) Ladies. This way!

(No response. Finally, he saunters up to the chatty groups and takes the arm of Bea to show her
the table. Bea is as giggly as a teenager as she beckons others to follow. They all sit.)

AGNES: (to Bea) Do you want me to help you with your sweater Bea?

BEA: (annoyed) No no no no no. It’s chilly in here. I'll leave it on.

AGNES: It’s not chilly. It’s fine. Here, take it off. (trying to remove the sweater)
BEA: I said no. Why are you always arguing with me? I said I was chilly.
GLADIS: You're always chilly. Maybe you're sick.

BEA: I'm not sick.

GLADIS: Well, maybe you should ask your doctor just in case. (other three agree and
hover)

BEA: Hah! Which doctor? I go to a different doctor every day. Sit down. Sit down. I'm
fine.
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(They look at each other and shrug as they start to sit. Then Gladis and Rosie decide to change
places. Agnes tries to sit where Bea is sitting. They fumble about, chattering as they switch.)

ROSIE: I need to sit with my bad knee stretched out...over on the end. No no. Not that
end. It's my other knee. Hurt it in Zumba class. (struggles to get to the other end of the
table, sits, and moans a little)

GLADIS: You're just too old for Zumba. It's nonsense.

(Rosie starts to argue and realizes it’s a lost cause. Agnes looks toward window. Pushes Bea a
bit.)

AGNES: I don’t see so well, Bea, dear. I need to sit closer to this window. More light.
Could you change with me?

(Bea begrudgingly gets up and changes with her. The women are all struggling to step over and
around the other women to get to their new places. Theyre finally settled and get their purses
out to fetch glasses, etc. They pick up their menus. But Bea interrupts the process.)

BEA: Actually, I think we would be better off if we sat over there at that table. It would
be more comfortable, and there’s more light. (They agree and get up just as Walter is back to
take their order) Walter. We're moving over there. That’s all right, isn’t it? Here, we'll
take our waters.

(They move to the other table, chattering orders to each other as they move, eg: “Here, you take
the glasses, I'll take the napkins, Don’t forget the forks. Leave the flowers. We don’t need flowers.
You forgot your purse.” Etc. Again, they scramble for the seat they want, getting up and down a
couple of times before settling in. Walter just stands at first table, not quite comprehending what
just took place. He shakes his head and exits.)

AGNES: Ahhh. Better. Much better. Don’t you think this is better?
(All mumble approval and partial approval.)

BEA: (picking up menu) Hmmm. What should I have? What should I have? I'm dieting,
you know.

ROSIE: You're always dieting. Have a salad. You always have a salad. You'll get the
dressing on the side. You always get the dressing on the side.
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BEA: Don’t tell me what I need to get. Maybe I'll get fish. Fish is good for diets. I'm so
tired of salads. What do you think, ladies? Should I get the fish?

AGNES: Get the fish. You like fish. It's a good diet meal. It's got riboflavin.

BEA: Ribo what? I'm so tired of fish. I eat fish four times a week. I'm growing scales.
Look at my lips. I'm starting to look like a guppy. (makes fish lips)

GLADIS: (to Bea) That’s not the fish. It's a bad Botox job. (smirks)

END OF FREEVIEW
You'll want to read and perform this show!
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