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SENIOR THEATRE

RESOURCE CENTER

ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around the
world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of experience in
the field to help them find useful materials and information that makes their
productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA Times,
Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, on CNN, NBC,
and in many other media sources.

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and trends on
our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch with the field
with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our President, Bonnie
Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present workshops that
supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We're here to help you be
successful in Senior Theatre!

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!

ArtAge Publications
Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President
PO Box 19955
Portland OR 97280
503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998
bonniev@seniortheatre.com
www.seniortheatre.com

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com
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NOTICE

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the United
States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal Copyright
Convention.

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing the
material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use of a
playwright’s work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income.

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, stage
manager, lighting and sound crew leader.

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations,
additions, or deletions to the text must be approved.

Permission to Film: You do not have permission to film, record, or distribute the
play in any medium. You are also not allowed to post on electronic services such
as, but not limited to, YouTube. Exceptions must be granted by written
permission from the publisher.

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, paying
or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, cuttings, scenes,
and excerpts.

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is payable
two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional rates or other
questions. Royalty fees are subject to change.

Insert the following paragraph in your programs:

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior Theatre
Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com

Pass the Peas Please © 2020 by Jerry D. Cunningham

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com
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PASS THE PEAS PLEASE
By Jerry D. Cunningham

CAST

WALTER: Retired auto worker. Living the good life in Arizona in their double
wide manufactured home. Every morning is the same routine - two eggs over
easy, hash brown potatoes, two pieces of bacon, white toast, orange juice and
coffee. Then he settles in with the sports section. He is dressed in an undershirt,
loose fitting dress slacks and his trusty ‘grabber” at his side.

SALLY: Retired school teacher. Every morning she has her coffee with cream and
sugar. Her breakfast is a toasted plain bagel with cream cheese. She taught high
school journalism, so words are near and dear to her. She scans the front section of the
paper. Then she looks for errors. When she finds an error, like a misspelled word or a
cloudy sentence, she marks it and when completed she emails the editor with her
findings. Sometimes she doesn't find any errors. If that happens, she emails the editor
and gives her a "good job." She also uses a "grabber."

Place

In the dining room of Walter and Sally's home. The table is large. Walter and Sally sit at
opposite sides. There are several books on the table.

Time

The present day. Breakfast time.

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com
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Setting: Walter is just finishing his breakfast at a large dining room table. Sally enters, pours
herself a cup of coffee. She puts a bagel into the toaster and waits patiently for it to toast. She lays
out the front section of the paper. When the bagel has been toasted, she spreads cream cheese on it
and settles in for breakfast. Walter and Sally are seated just far enough away that they need a
little help passing anything - thus the "grabbers” come into use.

SALLY: Looks like rain today.

WALTER: Yup.

SALLY: Would you pass the sugar please.
WALTER: (takes his grabber and passes the sugar)

SALLY: (she pours the sugar into her coffee, stirs it and takes a sip. Adds a little more sugar.
Then takes her grabber and passes the sugar back ta Walter) Thanks.

WALTER: (waves to acknowledge)

SALLY: (she is studying the paper) Got ya'. (grabs a red pencil and circles something on the
page of the newspaper. Then makes a note on a separate pad of paper.) I don't usually find an
error so early.  haven't even gotten to the obits.

WALTER: (in a very monotone voice). Good job. (pause) Would you pass the salt?
SALLY: (takes her grabber and passes the salt)

WALTER: Thanks.

SALLY: Any time. (pause. Her attention is back on the paper) Um. Walt, would you pass
The Chicago Manual of Style to me?

WALTER: (tries to pick up the book with his grabber but it is too heavy) I going to try and
slide it to you.

SALLY: Just slide it then. (He slides it to her. She immediately begins thumbing through the

book) There it is! You do not capitalize the "rings" in the "rings of Saturn." (pause) Oh my,
this is going to be a good day. I'm almost giddy.
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WALER: Pace yourself sweets. The day is early.

SALLY: You're so right. (pause) Walter, what would you think if I told you that I would
like to start a blog?

WALTER: I think that's great. (pause) What's a "blog?" Is that like a pet rock? (uses his
grabber to reach for salt)

SALLY: Walter. (reaching for the salt with her grabber) You don't need all that salt. (pause)

You know what a blog is.

THE END

END OF FREEVIEW
You'll want to read and perform this show!
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