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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around the 
world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of experience in 
the field to help them find useful materials and information that makes their 
productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining. 
 
ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA Times, 
Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, on CNN, NBC, 
and in many other media sources. 
 
ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and trends on 
our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch with the field 
with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our President, Bonnie 
Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present workshops that 
supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We’re here to help you be 
successful in Senior Theatre! 
 

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams! 
 

ArtAge Publications 
Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President 

PO Box 19955 
Portland OR 97280 

503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998 
bonniev@seniortheatre.com 

www.seniortheatre.com 
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NOTICE 
 
Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the United 
States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal Copyright 
Convention.  
 
The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing the 
material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use of a 
playwright’s work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income. 
 
Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, stage 
manager, lighting and sound crew leader.  
 
Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations, 
additions, or deletions to the text must be approved. 
 
Permission to Film: You do not have permission to film, record, or distribute the 
play in any medium. You are also not allowed to post on electronic services such 
as, but not limited to, YouTube. Exceptions must be granted by written 
permission from the publisher.  
 
Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, paying 
or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, cuttings, scenes, 
and excerpts.  
 
The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is payable 
two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional rates or other 
questions. Royalty fees are subject to change. 
 
Insert the following paragraph in your programs: 
 

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior Theatre 
Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com  

 
Not Kate or Leo © 2020 by Barbara Trainin Blank 
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NOT KATE OR LEO 
 

By Barbara Trainin Blank 
 

 CAST 
ISIDOR STRAUS was 67 when he died on the maiden voyage of The Titanic. Co-owner 
of Macy’s department store with his brother, Nathan, ISIDOR served on the House of 
Representatives and was a prominent philanthropist for charitable and educational 
causes. 
 
IDA STRAUS was 63 when she also died on The Titanic. A mother of seven children, 
she was close to her husband, so much so that they wrote to each other every day when 
he traveled.  
 

Place 
On a park bench. 

 
Time 

2012—The Centennial of the sinking of The Titanic. 
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NOT KATE OR LEO 
  

(Isidor and Ida Strauss enter. The stage is bare except for a park bench. She is pulling his hand, 
walking fast in front of him. He is resisting, pulling back.) 
 
ISIDOR: What is it, Ida? 
 
IDA: I have to show you something. 
 
ISIDOR: You know I can't walk that fast. I have to sit down. 
 
IDA: It'll only take a minute. You'll sit after.  
 
ISIDOR: Nothing you do takes only a minute. It's not in a woman's… 
 
IDA: Very funny. It will. 
 
ISIDOR: I've got to sit down. 
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IDA: You'll sit afterwards. 
 
ISIDOR: So, you said. I'm going to get out of breath.  
 
IDA: No, you're not. 
 
ISIDOR: Yes, I am. 
 
IDA: You can't. 
 
ISIDOR: Why do you mean I can't? 
 
IDA: You just can't. Trust me. 
 
ISIDOR: Normally I do, but not this time. Let me sit down. Then you'll show me 
whatever it is. Unless it's a rainbow it'll still be there in five minutes, won't it? 
 
IDA: It's something more concrete. 
 
ISIDOR: Then it'll certainly be there.  
 
IDA: Isidor…oh, all right. Sit for two seconds.  
 
ISIDOR: (he sits; so does she. He breathes deeply, then puts his arm around her) That's much 
better. You know…there's something familiar about this… 
 
IDA: Your arm around me? It should be familiar. You've been doing it for decades.  
 
ISIDOR: You wicked woman. That's not what I meant. At least, that's not the only thing 
I meant. It's the word "sit."  
 
IDA: What's so special about the word "sit?" You sound delirious, you know? (She 
stands up) Are you rested now? Can we look at what I want to show you? 
 
ISIDOR: Are you kidding? I've got to sit for at least 10 minutes. Plus, something is 
coming back to me. I've got to think…No, no. I see it clearly. A ship. We were sitting 
very close on the deck of a ship.  
 
IDA: And?  
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ISIDOR: No, let me talk.  
 
IDA: All right, sit and talk. There's no convincing you of anything when you're 
stubborn. 
 
ISIDOR: I'm stubborn? You're the one who's stubborn. Don’t you remember? I kept 
saying: Ida, get in that lifeboat. 
 
IDA: You're the one who's stubborn. I kept saying, get in that lifeboat.  
 
ISIDOR: I said it first and kept repeating it. Ida, please. Get in the boat. 
 
IDA: Don't "please" me. 
 
ISIDOR: I can’t, Ida. I couldn’t. You know that. We’re on the ship now, in our minds. 
The boats are for reserved for women and children. 
 
IDA: I am not going without you. You heard what the captain said. You're an old man. 
You can get in a boat, too. 
 
ISIDOR: Not as long as there are women and children who have no place.  
 
IDA: You have a right. Why aren't there enough places for everyone? 
 
ISIDOR: I wish I knew. It's fairly stupid, not to mention dangerous. And I don't know 
why they're not letting the third-class passengers on the boats they do have. It's unjust.  
 
IDA: You were always a just man. But you’re not getting into a boat isn't going to 
convince anyone to let the third-class passengers…    
 
ISIDOR: Maybe if enough of us refuse… 
 
IDA: They'll sail without you or them. 
 
ISIDOR: Anyway, that's not the point. If I get in that boat, there's one less place for a 
woman or child. Like I said. A place they deserve more than I do.  
 
IDA: If they didn't think it was fair, the captain wouldn't have urged you…  
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ISIDOR: I know what they urged, but it's not my point of view. And now, stubborn 
woman, get into that boat and be saved. Go home to our children. 
 
IDA: Our children will be all right one way or the other. They're not young anymore. 
 
ISIDOR: No, but their children are. Ida, please, if you don't get in that boat, you're going 
to die. 
 
IDA: That's pretty obvious. There's a hole in the bottom of the ship caused by an 
iceberg, we're filling up with water, and the ship is sinking. But I can't figure out that 
I'm going to die? How stupid do you think this woman is? 
 
ISIDOR: Stupid, you can't be accused of. Silly, yes. Why do you want to drown? 
 
IDA: I want to be with you. Where you go, I go. Remember Ruth? 
 
ISIDOR: She was going to the Promised Land. You're going… 
  
IDA: You'll be fine. I'll be fine. We'll stay together, just like we always have. 
 
ISIDOR: You're a very stubborn woman. Drowning isn't like getting hit on the head and 
once and done. It's a slow process. You want to scream, but it won't do you any good. 
 
IDA: I figured that.  
 
ISIDOR: Then don't you want to avoid it? 
 
IDA: What I want to avoid is being separated from you. 
 
 

END OF FREEVIEW 
You’ll want to read and perform this show!  

 
 
 
 


