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NOTICE

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the United
States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal Copyright
Convention.

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing the
material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use of a
playwright’s work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income.

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, stage
manager, lighting and sound crew leader.

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations,
additions, or deletions to the text must be approved.

Permission to Film: You do not have permission to film, record, or distribute the
play in any medium. You are also not allowed to post on electronic services such
as, but not limited to, YouTube. Exceptions must be granted by written
permission from the publisher.

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, paying
or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, cuttings, scenes,
and excerpts.

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is payable
two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional rates or other
questions. Royalty fees are subject to change.

Insert the following paragraph in your programs:

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior Theatre
Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com

A Brief Encounter © 2019 by Arthur Keyser
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A BRIEF ENCOUNTER
By Arthur Keyser
CAST
SUSAN: a reasonably attractive fifty-two-year-old woman.
MAN: a male of indeterminate age.
BUILDING SUPER: a person of indeterminate age.
Place
A part of a hallway on the sixteenth floor of an office building, facing an elevator. Most
of the play takes place inside a closed elevator. When produced, the action should occur
in an imagined space to allow the audience to see and hear the performers.

Time

6:30 pm on a Friday evening.
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A BRIEF ENCOUNTER

SETTING: The hallway, within which the elevator is located. The elevator is situated in mid-
stage.

AT RISE: Susan appears from off-stage and moves quickly toward the open elevator.

SUSAN: Hold the elevator!

(Susan reaches the front of the elevator and pushes her arms through the closing elevator doors,
forcing them open. She enters the elevator, briefly noticing Man standing in the far-left corner.

She moves toward the far-right corner after which she turns to face the front of the elevator. She

then slowly turns her head toward Man.)

SUSAN: (cont’d) (in a quiet voice) Didn't you hear me calling? I guess not. My boss says
my voice is not very loud. He never hears anything I say to him.

SUSAN: (cont’d) The doors aren't closing. Oh my God! Do you think I broke something
when I pushed the doors open?

MAN: I don’t think so. Why don’t you try pushing the close-elevator button?
(Susan pushes the button.)

SUSAN: Why didn’t I think of that? They're closing now.

(A moment passes.)

SUSAN: (cont’d) (in a quiet but apprehensive voice) The elevator isn't moving.
MAN: You have to push a button to choose a floor.

SUSAN: Oh! I'm so stupid. Are you going to the first floor?

MAN: Yes.

(Susan pushes a button)

SUSAN: (cont’d) I think we’re moving now.
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(Suddenly, the body language of Susan and Man shows that the elevator has stopped)
SUSAN: (cont’d) What happened?
MAN: We've stopped.

(The regular elevator lights flicker and then turn off. At the same time, the emergency light in
the elevator goes on.)

SUSAN: What happened to the lights?
MAN: The power is off.

SUSAN: (in a voice that shows she is upset without sounding exaggerated) I must have
broken the elevator! I shouldn’t have forced the doors open.

MAN: It's not your fault.

SUSAN: Most people would be angry with me for breaking the elevator.
MAN: I'm not angry with you.

SUSAN: Your voice sounds angry.

MAN: What do I have to do to convince you that I'm not angry?
SUSAN: I don’t know. Don’t come too close.

MAN: Why?

SUSAN: I'm sorry. It's just that I've never known a man I could trust.
MAN: If you knew me better, I'm sure you'd trust me.

SUSAN: Now what do we do? Do you think anyone knows we're stuck up here?
MAN: There’s a call button up there. Do you want to push it?

SUSAN: I guess I should...unless —
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MAN: Unless what?
SUSAN: You'd rather we wait a few minutes. They probably know we're here.
MAN: Stalled elevators have never upset me. Let's wait.

SUSAN: (turning her head partly toward Man) Do you work on the sixteenth floor? I don’t
remember ever seeing you.

MAN: I don’t work here. I was just meeting with a client. Our meeting ran later than I
expected. Do you work on this floor?

SUSAN: I've been a secretary here for almost eighteen years. I started when my
daughter left home for college. I don’t usually leave the office so late, but my boss left a
lot of work for me this evening. I didn’t feel like facing all of it when I came in on
Monday.

MAN: Do you enjoy what you do?

SUSAN: It's just okay. Sometimes doing the same thing over and over gets boring. It
helps if I let my mind wander and I make up stories.

MAN: Did you ever think of being a writer?
SUSAN: I did, before I got married, but things didn't work out.
MAN: Do you enjoy being married?

SUSAN: I hate it. My husband works from home and I'm only working because I had to
tind a reason to get away during the day.

MAN: Why did you marry him?

SUSAN: I don’t know you well enough to tell you.
MAN: What would you like to know about me?
SUSAN: How old are you?

MAN: Is that important? How old are you?
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SUSAN: (in a sad voice) I'm fifty-two.

MAN: You look much younger than that.

SUSAN: My husband wouldn't agree with you.

MAN: Is he younger than you?

SUSAN: He’s fifty-five.

MAN: I don't understand. Why does he think you look old?

SUSAN: He likes women in their twenties.

MAN: Women in their twenties aren’t nearly as interesting as someone your age.
Maybe you should try to meet someone who would appreciate you. Not every man is
looking for a young woman.

SUSAN: I don’t know whether I'd have the courage to spend time with another man.

MAN: Are you afraid of what your husband might do if he found out?

SUSAN: He wouldn't even care. It’s just the thought of being with a new man that
scares me.

MAN: How long have you been married?

SUSAN: Almost thirty-five years.

MAN: There must have been some good years for you to stay married so long.

SUSAN: There weren’t any good years. There weren’t even any good days.

MAN: Do you do anything together...like take vacations?

SUSAN: My husband never wants to go anywhere with me. He doesn’t like to leave his
buddies. (Susan pauses and stares up at the ceiling of the elevator, then continues) I think a

lot about traveling. I go to the library on my lunch hour almost every workday. I read
books about places to see. Sometimes I imagine I'm visiting those places.
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MAN: Did you travel anywhere before you were married?

SUSAN: I was too young and not very smart. Things happened that I didn’t expect.

MAN: What sort of things?

END OF FREEVIEW
You'll want to read and perform this show!
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