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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around the 

world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of experience in 

the field to help them find useful materials and information that makes their 

productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.  

 

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA Times, 

Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, on CNN, NBC, 

and in many other media sources. 

 

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and trends on 

our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch with the field 

with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our President, Bonnie 

Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present workshops that 

supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We’re here to help you be 

successful in Senior Theatre!  

  

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams! 
 

ArtAge Publications 

Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President 

PO Box 19955 

Portland OR 97280 

503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998 

bonniev@seniortheatre.com 

www.seniortheatre.com 

http://www.seniortheatre.com/
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NOTICE 
 

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the United 

States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal Copyright 

Convention.  

 

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing the 

material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use of a 

playwright’s work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income. 

 

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, stage 

manager, lighting and sound crew leader.  

 

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations, 

additions, or deletions to the text must be approved. 

 

Permission to Film: You do not have permission to film, record, or distribute the 

play in any medium. You are also not allowed to post on electronic services such 

as, but not limited to, YouTube. Exceptions must be granted by written 

permission from the publisher.  

 

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, paying 

or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, cuttings, scenes, 

and excerpts.  

 

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is payable 

two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional rates or other 

questions. Royalty fees are subject to change. 

 

Insert the following paragraph in your programs: 

 

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior Theatre 

Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com  

 

A Memoir of Jackson © 2019 by Rona Altrows 

http://www.seniortheatre.com/
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A MEMOIR OF JACKSON 

 

By Rona Altrows  

 

 CAST 

 

PENNER: A man or woman in their eighties. 

 

GINNI: A social worker who facilitates programs at a senior recreation center. 

 

NOTE: Since Penner can be a man or a woman, change the “Mr.” to “Ms.” or “Mrs.” if 

the role is played by a woman. 

 

Place 

 

A program room in a senior recreation center. 

 

Time 

 

Today, 3:00 pm. 
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MEMOIR OF JACKSON 

  

(Today's session of the memoir writing class has just ended and participants have left, except for 

Penner, who hangs back. He approaches Ginni as she gathers up papers.) 

 

PENNER: Ginni? 

 

GINNI: Yes, Mr. Penner? 

 

PENNER: Got a sec? 

 

GINNI: Well, I need to help set up for a class in the pottery studio. 

 

PENNER: Won't take long.  

 

GINNI: Okay, I have a few minutes. What's on your mind? 

 

PENNER: I wanna write a memoir of Jackson. 

 

GINNI: What…where does this come from, Mr. Penner? 

 

PENNER: My head. 

 

GINNI: But it's a complete…change of direction. 

 

PENNER: Yup. 

 

GINNI: But you've already been working on— 

 

PENNER: (interrupting) I know what I've been working on. I'm old, not stupid. 

 

GINNI: It's just that this is a total…departure. 

 

PENNER: So? People change their minds.  

 

GINNI: This is so drastic. There must be another way. You can incorporate Jackson. 

 

PENNER: Why? He's not a business.  
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GINNI: You know what I mean—you can mention him in what you've already written. 

 

PENNER: What I've already written is drek. Jackson deserves better.  

 

GINNI: I agree, he should have the best, but— 

 

PENNER: Enough with the buts! My mind's made up.  

 

GINNI: (pause) Okay. 

 

PENNER: What? You'll let me? 

 

GINNI: It's what you want, right? This is a memoir class. You want to write a memoir—

just not an autobiography. 

 

PENNER: Everybody else in the class is writing an autobiography. 

 

GINNI: So were you, until a couple of minutes ago. But now, you want to scrap all 

those months of work you've done and write a different kind of memoir. A memoir of 

your cat. And really, who am I to stop you? 

 

PENNER: Awright, thanks. 

 

GINNI: (pause) Have you thought about how you want to…approach it? 

 

PENNER: Approach it? I'm not asking it out on a date. I just wanna write the damn 

thing. 

 

GINNI: Well, you're obviously passionate about the subject. I mean, you told the class 

about Jackson on the first day, when we were talking about important influences in our 

lives…you know, before everyone started writing. 

 

PENNER: Yeah. 

 

GINNI: So obviously Jackson was foremost in your mind at the time. 

 

PENNER: Still is. 

 

GINNI: Aw, that's sweet…I just think, well, maybe, you don't have enough information 

for a memoir of Jackson. 



A Memoir of Jackson 
 

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com 

7 

PENNER: I've got plenty of information. We live together, right? I know his habits. His 

quirks. What he goes for. What he won't put up with. 

 

GINNI: But you told me…you told the class, I mean…I'm trying to remember…Jackson 

was about thirteen when you adopted him? 

 

PENNER: So? Just because someone is old doesn't mean he's useless. 

 

GINNI: (jumping in) What? I know you're not useless. 

 

PENNER: I'm talking about Jackson. 

 

GINNI: Oh…sorry. True, for a cat, thirteen is…mature, I guess. To be honest, I'm pretty 

ignorant about cats. I've never owned one. Allergies. 

 

 

END OF FREEVIEW 

You’ll want to read and perform this show! 


