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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around 

the world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of 

experience in the field to help them find useful materials and information 

that makes their productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.  

 

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in American Theatre, Wall 

Street Journal, Chicago Tribune, Los Angeles Times, Time Magazine, Modern 

Maturity, on CNN, NBC, and in many other media sources. 

 

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and 

trends on our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch 

with the field with our very popular enewsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our 

President, Bonnie Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present 

workshops that supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We’re here 

to help you be successful in Senior Theatre! 

 

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!  
 

ArtAge Publications 

Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President 

PO Box 19955 

Portland OR 97280 

503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998 

bonniev@seniortheatre.com 

www.seniortheatre.com 

http://www.seniortheatre.com/
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NOTICE 
 

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the 

United States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal 

Copyright Convention.  

 

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. 

Sharing the material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. 

Unlawful use of a playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her 

rightful income. 

 

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, 

stage manager, lighting and sound crew leader.  

 

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations, 

additions, or deletions to the text must be approved. 

 

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part, 

in any medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional, 

are fully reserved. 

 

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, 

paying or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, 

cuttings, scenes, and excerpts.  

 

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is 

payable two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional 

rates or other questions. Royalty fees are subject to change. 

 

Insert the following paragraph in your programs: 

 

“Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior 

Theatre Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com.” 

  

 

http://www.seniortheatre.com/
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 THE REHEARSAL 

 

by  

 

Drena Heizer 

 

PLOT 

A theatre group is rehearsing a melodrama, reading from a handwritten script 

written by the director, with terrible penmanship. The actors try to decipher the 

script, but the audience also chuckles at the interplay among the characters. The 

actors eventually depart from the script and everything falls apart.  
 

CHARACTERS 

3 w, 2 m and introduction, or 2w, 3m if the director is played by a man 

Narrator: Can be either man or woman  

Director: Can be either man or woman 

Arnold: man 

Ernest: man 

Wilma: woman 

Phyllis: woman 
 

STAGE POSITIONS: Beginning from stage left and moving toward stage right: 

Narrator, Phyllis, Arnold, Wilma, Ernest, Director. 

 

PROPS 

None 

 

PERFORMANCE NOTES 

After his/her lines on the first page, the narrator remains in place because he/she 

has another speech a few pages later. Then he/she exits if it can be done quickly 

and unobtrusively. If it cannot, the narrator should remain quietly onstage (not 

reacting to the other players) until the play is finished.        

 

 

Narrator: First, a public service announcement. You see these people up here on 

the stage? Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, is utterly 

ridiculous. 

 

Director: Wait a minute. That isn’t the way I wrote it. 
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Narrator: Well, that’s the way they look to me. 

 

Director: (Glances down the row of actors.) Yeah. I see what you mean. Okay. Go on 

with the introduction. 

 

Narrator: We are going to look in on a community theatre group as they begin to 

rehearse a new play. We have the director…(The director bows.) 

 

Narrator: And we have these four actors—and I use the term loosely. (The actors 

bow.) 

 

Narrator: But first a word of warning. This play contains material of a 

graphically goofy nature and may not be suitable for viewing by people who like 

things to make sense. But if you don’t care anyway, we now present, “The 

Rehearsal.” 

 

Director: Okay, gang. What we’re rehearsing here is a melodrama. 

 

Arnold: What’s a melodrama. 

 

Director: It used to be an old-fashioned type of stage play. 

 

Arnold: What was it like? 

 

Director: It was a stupid story acted out by performers who hammed it up 

something awful. 

 

Arnold: That sounds like what we ALWAYS do. 

 

Director: Never mind. 

 

Ernest: Didn’t they used to do this type of thing in the early silent movies? 

 

Director: That’s right. 

 

Ernest: Then I think we should do it THAT way. 

 

Director: What way? 

 

Ernest: SILENTLY! I’ve read the script. 
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Director: What’s the matter with the script? 

 

Ernest: It stinks! Who wrote this drivel anyway? 

 

Director: I did! 

 

Ernest: Oh. 

 

Director: Now let’s get on with it. Listen up, all of you. There are four characters 

in this drama. The villain is a banker named Blackstone Slimeheart, who is rich 

but rotten. Arnold, I want you to play this part. 

 

Arnold: I don’t WANT to play the villain. The audience always HATES the 

villain. 

 

Director: Arnold, the audience always hates YOU, no matter WHAT part you 

play. 

 

Arnold: (Pleased) Oh. Yeah. I hadn’t thought of it that way. 

 

Director: Then you’ll play Blackstone Slimeheart. 

 

Arnold: Sure. 

 

Director: Ernest, I want you to play the handsome hero, Frank Forthright, who is 

poor but honest. 

 

Ernest: So now he’s not only poor but honest, he’s also Frank and Ernest. 

 

Director: (Sighs) Somehow I knew you’d say that. 

 

Ernest: (Smirking) Sorry. 

 

FreeView 

Warning: This is copyrighted material 

Now buy the entire show—such fun! 
 


