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SENIOR THEATRE

RESOURCE CENTER

ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around
the world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of
experience in the field to help them find useful materials and information
that makes their productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA
Times, Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity,
on CNN, NBC, and in many other media sources.

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and
trends on our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch
with the field with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online.
Our President, Bonnie Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and
present workshops that supplement her writing and consulting efforts.
We're here to help you be successful in Senior Theatre!

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!

ArtAge Publications
Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President
PO Box 19955
Portland OR 97280
503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998
bonniev@seniortheatre.com
www.seniortheatre.com
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NOTICE

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the
United States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal
Copyright Convention.

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing
the material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use
of a playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income.

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director,
stage manager, lighting and sound crew leader.

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations,
additions, or deletions to the text must be approved.

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part,
in any medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional,
are fully reserved.

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience,
paying or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings,
cuttings, scenes, and excerpts.

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is
payable two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional
rates or other questions. Royalty fees are subject to change.

Insert the following paragraph in your programs:

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior
Theatre Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com.

Merry Magic © 2017 by Pamela Loyd
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MERRY MAGIC
By Pamela Loyd
CAST

LOUISE: A cheerful, imaginative woman of retirement age. Wears a Christmas sweater
or shirt, slacks, and flat casual shoes.

HERBERT: Louise’s husband. A likeable man of retirement age with a caring heart he
tries to hide behind contrary humor. Dressed casually in everyday slacks and shirt.

Place:
Living room of LOUISE and HERBERT.

Time:
Christmas morning, present day.

PRODUCTION NOTE: Louise and Herbert will decorate a small Christmas tree with
whatever small colorful objects they find around the house. While a number of possible
objects are listed in the text, feel free to improvise, as Louise does, and use whatever
your own imagination suggests to you.

Setting: Christmas morning, but there is no Christmas tree or decorations on stage yet. Two
comfortable chairs face forward but slightly turned toward each other, with a small table between
them. Chairs look worn, as though they ve been used for years. A throw is over the back of
LOUISE'’s chair. There is a rug in front of them, another small table on a side wall, and a small
desk (or table that can be made to look like a desk) with a decorative box (containing bright
colored ribbons, buttons, silk flowers) and a jewelry box (containing bracelets and necklaces) on
top or in drawers. There are various colors of post-it notes and different colored pens (or other
objects you wish to use) in a desk drawer. At stage left is exit for the front door. At stage right is
exit for other parts of the house. If possible, there is also a closet door (or a tall cabinet that could
be used as a closet). Exits can be arranged differently if necessary.

At Rise: LOUISE and HERBERT sit in the two chairs. LOUISE sips coffee, smiles, hums a
Christmas Carol. HERBERT'S coffee is on the small table between them while he reads the
newspaper. There is a brief silence before LOUISE speaks.

LOUISE: (lifts coffee cup in a toast) Merry Christmas, Herbert. To the man who is still
the man of my dreams.
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HERBERT: (still looking at newspaper) Look at these ads. All these big sales tomorrow.
It would be a better Christmas for people if they put this stuff on sale before Christmas,

not after. That’s the problem with Christmas these days--

LOUISE: (stands, goes to HERBERT, pulls newspaper down, cheerful) News flash, Herbert,
news flash. Your wife is trying to talk to you. So stop being a Mr. Humbug.

HERBERT: Mr. Humbug? Hey, I like that. (stands, raises fists playfully like a strongman)
I'm Mr. Humbug, the Christmas Superhero, saving the world from...What am I saving
the world from, Louise?

LOUISE: (cheerful teasing) You're saving the world from all the problems of Christmas.

HERBERT: (enthusiastic) That’s right, that’s what I'm doing. Merry Humbug, Louise.

LOUISE: So Herbert, how about an eggnog? Maybe with a little brandy, and nutmeg
on top? To celebrate Merry Humbug.

HERBERT: We have eggnog?
LOUISE: Of course. It’s Christmas. We always have eggnog on Christmas.

HERBERT: Wait a minute. I thought we agreed we weren’t going to make a fuss about
Christmas this year.

LOUISE: I'm not making a fuss. Drinking eggnog isn’t a fuss.
HERBERT: Well, it’s part of the fuss. I thought we weren’t going to do anything.

LOUISE: I never agreed to not do anything. I just agreed to not make a fuss. (sings) “I
wish you a Merry Christmas, I wish you a Merry Christmas, I wish you—"

HERBERT: I don’t like the sound of that. That sounds like you're going to make a fuss
anyway, Louise.

LOUISE: Oh no, Ijust thought a few non-fuss things would be O.K.

HERBERT: (wary) Like what?
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LOUISE: Well, like wearing my Christmas sweater. I didn’t go to any fuss to get it
because I already had it, from last year. I had to put on something this morning and it
was just as easy to put this on as anything else.

HERBERT: But you had to get it out of storage in the garage.

LOUISE: And there’s no fuss if I want to sing a few Christmas Carols, is there? I mean, I
didn’t have to go out and fight the crowds to get them, it doesn’t require any work on
my part, I can just sing them with no trouble at all. (sings, and dances around room) “1
wish you a Merry Christmas, I wish you a Merry Christmas, I wish you a Merry
Christmas and a Happy —*

HERBERT: Louise! I think you're trying to sneak Christmas in on me, over my
objections.

LOUISE: Oh Herbie, what objections? You always liked Christmas. Remember all the
wonderful times we had with the kids?

HERBERT: Yes I do. And that’s...well, I've already explained this to you. I don’t want
to talk about it again.

LOUISE: Remember the magic of it all? The lights and the colors, the smells of
Christmas trees and cookies baking, and the kids rushing out to the tree at 5:00 in the
morning...

HERBERT: And the mess of all that ripped up wrapping paper and boxes...it was all a
big fuss...(pause) but I kind of liked it...then...

LOUISE: Oh, Herbie. (hugs him)

HERBERT: Well it won’t be the same this year, Louise, with the kids not coming...I
mean they live so far away now, and David and his wife and kids spending Christmas
back east with her parents [can change “back east” to “out west” if you live on the east coast]
and Janet and family all doing a ski holiday for Christmas...I mean with no one coming,
no grandchildren, no happy laughter, I just...I couldn’t...I mean, what was the point?

END OF FREEVIEW

You’ll want to read and perform this show!
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