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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around 

the world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of 

experience in the field to help them find useful materials and information 

that makes their productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.  

 

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA 

Times, Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, 

on CNN, NBC, and in many other media sources. 

 

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and 

trends on our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch 

with the field with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. 

Our President, Bonnie Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and 

present workshops that supplement her writing and consulting efforts. 

We’re here to help you be successful in Senior Theatre!  

  

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams! 
 

ArtAge Publications 

Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President 

PO Box 19955 

Portland OR 97280 

503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998 

bonniev@seniortheatre.com 

www.seniortheatre.com 

http://www.seniortheatre.com/
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NOTICE 
 

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the 

United States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal 

Copyright Convention.  

 

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing 

the material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use 

of a playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income. 

 

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, 

stage manager, lighting and sound crew leader.  

 

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations, 

additions, or deletions to the text must be approved. 

 

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part, 

in any medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional, 

are fully reserved. 

 

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, 

paying or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, 

cuttings, scenes, and excerpts.  

 

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is 

payable two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional 

rates or other questions. Royalty fees are subject to change. 

 

Insert the following paragraph in your programs: 

 

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ 

Senior Theatre Resource Center at 800-858-4998, 

www.seniortheatre.com 

 

Copyright 2003 

 

http://www.seniortheatre.com/
http://www.seniortheatre.com/
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PREJUDICE MEETS ITS WATERLOO 

 

by Olga Sanderson 

 

CAST 

 

ADOLPH SCHLEPENHEIMER: An elderly retired mortician. 

ANNA: His wife. 

TOMACITA: His daughter. 

NURSE MISS BRIGGS 

DR. BOOMER 

 

At Rise: ADOLPH, ANNA and TOMACITA enter DR. BOOMER’s office.  

 

ADOLPH: I don’t know why I have to see your doctor, Tomacita. There’s 

nothing wrong with me. 

  

TOMACITA: Papa, at your age you shouldn’t be doing fancy twirls on the ice. 

It’s a wonder you didn’t break some bones when you fell down. 

 

ADOLPH: I’ve been skating since I was 5 years old. Now I should quit at ninety-

five? 

 

ANNA: Now Adolph, you had a bad fall so we must make sure you did not 

injure yourself. 

 

ADOLPH: Well, then I can go and see my doctor, Dr. Himmel. 

 

TOMACITA: That old saw bones? He is way up in his nineties. Besides, he 

retired 25 years ago. 

 

ADOLPH: Not for me, he hasn’t retired. He got lots of experience. Not like these 

young doctors, that aren’t dry behind their ears yet. All they know is what they 

read in the books. 

 

ANNA: Oh, be a good sport, Adolph. It will take only a few minutes to get a 

physical and then we can leave. 

 

TOMACITA: Now don’t put up a fuss, Papa. We are here at the doctor’s office. 

(Enter MISS BRIGGS) 
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TOMACITA: Hello, Miss Briggs. Here’s your patient, my father, Adolph 

Schlepenheimer and his wife, Anna. 

 

MISS BRIGGS: Pleased to meet you, Mr. & Mrs. Schlepenheimer. Now for 

your history. 

 

ADOLPH: If I need a history lesson first, then I go home. Where’s the doctor? Get 

him in here. 

 

TOMACITA: Papa, she means taking a medical history on you. Just to have some 

information on your former physical condition.  

 

ADOLPH: I’ve been good in the past. Never cheated anyone. Now where’s the 

doctor? 

 

ANNA: Adolph, just be patient. 

 

MISS BRIGGS: Well, it looks like I will have to skip the history. I had better call 

the doctor in. (she leaves) 

 

(DR. BOOMER enters) 

 

DR. BOOMER: Hello. I am Dr. Boomer. I see Tomacita, you have brought your 

father. I assume he is to be my patient. 

 

ADOLPH: What? You are a woman! Tomacita…you didn’t tell me! 

 

DR. BOOMER: You don’t like women doctors? What do you have against them? 

 

ADOLPH: Well, what do they know about men and his problems? 

 

DR. BOOMER: Now I am going to give you a chance to find out. Now, Miss 

Briggs will take you to the dressing room and give you a gown to put on after 

you take all your clothes off. Then you will come to the examining room. 

 

ADOLPH: Oh no you don’t! I be taking my clothes off for nobody. Not even my 

wife…and she peeked only once. 

 

TOMACITA: Papa, when you were a funeral director, what did you do when 

you got a lady client? Did you call in a woman to take care of her? 
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ADOLPH: Well this is a different situation. My lady clients never complained to 

me and I took real good care of them. Besides, where they were going, it didn’t 

matter.  

 

DR. BOOMER: Mr. Schlepenheimer, I appreciate your honesty and your modesty 

but if you come with me, I think we can make some arrangements that will be 

suitable for you. 

 

ADOLPH: But…I…I… (he follows her out, reluctantly) 

 

ANNA: Oh boy, I think we are going to be in for it now, Tomacita. We should 

have informed him that Dr. Boomer was a woman doctor. 

 

TOMACITA: I don’t know, Anna. You know he would not have come. We had 

better think of something to calm him down…he is so old fashioned and pig-

headed! 

 

ANNA: Tomacita, do you think we could pacify him by allowing him to get that 

Cadillac? It’s terribly expensive. 

 

TOMACITA: Well, you just bought that new house. Do you think you could 

handle another payment? 

 

ANNA: Not really! 

 

TOMACITA: You know, Anna, it really was my idea getting him in to see my 

doctor. Let me take all the blame and if he won’t talk to me the next six months, I 

will understand. I surely don’t want to create a problem for you. 

 

ANNA: Gosh! I wonder what is taking them so long. He must be giving her a 

horrible time. 

 

TOMACITA: We had better say a prayer. Oh, here comes the doctor now. 

 

(DR. BOOMER enters) 
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DR. BOOMER: Well, I am happy to state that all his tests turned out fine. No 

broken bones. Only a few bad bruises on his fanny. The discoloration should be 

gone in a few weeks, so if he wants to wear shorts, it shouldn’t be noticeable. As 

soon as he gets his clothes on, he will be out. As he is up in age, I would like to 

see him in six months. I explained this all to him and he has agreed. I must say 

that he has been a model patient.  

 

TOMACITA: What?! He agreed to come back again! How did you do that? 

 

DR. BOOMER: I told him how honored I was that a man of his stature would 

allow me, a woman, to serve as his personal physician. (they all smile) 

 

(ADOLPH enters, buttoning shirt and tucking it in his pants) 

 

ADOLPH: Dr. Boomer, it sure was a pleasure doing business with you. I have 

my daughter to thank for bringing me here. She was right when she said Dr. 

Himmel was too old. They’re not up on the new stuff like the young doctors are. 

 

DR. BOOMER: It will be a pleasure having you for a patient, Mr. 

Schlepenheimer. So, goodbye for now and we’ll see you in six months. 

 

ADOLPH: Come on, girls. We are going to have a special lunch today. 

 

ANNA: Are we dreaming, Tomacita? 

 

TOMACITA: If we are, let’s not wake up! Come on let’s go! 

 

THE END 
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