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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around 

the world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of 

experience in the field to help them find useful materials and information 

that makes their productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.  

 

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA 

Times, Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, 

on CNN, NBC, and in many other media sources. 

 

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and 

trends on our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch 

with the field with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. 

Our President, Bonnie Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and 

present workshops that supplement her writing and consulting efforts. 

We’re here to help you be successful in Senior Theatre!  

  

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams! 
 

ArtAge Publications 

Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President 

PO Box 19955 

Portland OR 97280 

503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998 

bonniev@seniortheatre.com 

www.seniortheatre.com 
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NOTICE 
 

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the 

United States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal 

Copyright Convention.  

 

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing 

the material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use 

of a playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income. 

 

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, 

stage manager, lighting and sound crew leader.  

 

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations, 

additions, or deletions to the text must be approved. 

 

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part, 

in any medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional, 

are fully reserved. 

 

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, 

paying or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, 

cuttings, scenes, and excerpts.  

 

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is payable two 

weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional rates or other questions. 

Royalty fees are subject to change. 

 

Insert the following paragraph in your programs: 

 

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ 

Senior Theatre Resource Center at 800-858-4998, 

www.seniortheatre.com 
 

http://www.seniortheatre.com/
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MOTHER IS LOSING IT! 
 

By Olga Sanderson 

 

CAST 

 

MOTHER BROWN 

HARRY: Mother Brown’s son. 

GEORGE: Mother Brown’s son. 

BETTY: Harry’s wife. 

RUTH: Harry and Betty’s daughter. 

 

Setting: HARRY and BETTY's home with BETTY and MOTHER BROWN (who lives 

with them). 

 

MOTHER: (very upset and crying, pacing back and forth) It's gone! It's gone! What 

am I going to do?  

 

BETTY: Don't cry, Mother, it can't be that bad. 

 

MOTHER: It is! It is! Even worse! 

 

BETTY: Is it so important to get this upset? 

 

MOTHER: It is because it is gone and I... 

 

(Enter HARRY and GEORGE as MOTHER exits) 

 

HARRY: Betty, why was Mother crying? She seemed so upset.  

 

BETTY: She is and I don't know why. She has lost something and hasn't even 

calmed down enough to tell me what it is.  

 

GEORGE: Well that's nothing to cry about. We can find it.  

 

BETTY: That is a good idea. How about you look outside and Harry can go down 

in the basement and look around.  

 

HARRY: Maybe it is only her ring or her earrings.  
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BETTY: No. I noticed she had both on. You two go look and I will start searching 

in here.  

 

(HARRY and GEORGE leave and MOTHER enters) 

 

MOTHER: (still upset) I don't know how this could have happened. Oh dear. Oh 

dear.  

 

BETTY: We will find whatever you lost and then you will see how you wasted all 

these tears and worry.  

 

MOTHER: No, No Betty. It's gone! I know it's gone! How could this have 

happened? The only thing Dad... 

 

(MOTHER leaves as HARRY and GEORGE enter) 

 

GEORGE: There is nothing out there. 

 

HARRY: And there is nothing in the basement either.  

 

BETTY: George, did you notice if there was a ladder propped up by Mother's 

bedroom window?  

 

HARRY: What are you driving at?  

 

BETTY: Maybe someone stole into her bedroom and took it.  

 

GEORGE: There was not ladder in sight, Betty, and I for one, would like to know 

what in the Sam hill are we looking for!  

 

HARRY: Yes, I would like to know too!  

 

BETTY: Maybe it's something the police should look into. But I suppose we had 

better find out first what it is.  

 

HARRY: Didn't you get any idea from what she said as to what it could be?  

 

BETTY: No, not really, except she said that it was Dad's...Oh, my goodness! You 

know that Dad left her a lot of money and she does like to play the stock market. 

Oh my gosh!  
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GEORGE: That does seem like it could be it, but he left her quite a bit of money. 

Would she have been so careless?  

 

HARRY: Yes, it does seem likely and I'm sure that would account for the way she 

is acting.  

 

BETTY: But is there any way we could find out without her knowing?  

 

GEORGE: I hardly think so. How could she have been so foolish?  

 

HARRY: Well you know how women are...  

 

BETTY: Just what do you mean, Harry?  

 

HARRY: I mean older women, Betty, not you. But the more I think about it the 

more it’s likely to be true. That means, George, you and I will have to pitch in to 

assume her expenses.  

 

GEORGE: How can we do that, Harry?  

 

HARRY: We could give her a couple hundreds a month and pretend we think it 

is her birthday. Wow to think she could have been so foolish and gamble her 

money away.  

 

GEORGE: I know but just remember, she is old and they get that way. She is our 

Mother and cannot help herself. Poor Mother.  

 

BETTY: And I know she wanted to help our Ruth with her college education. 

How will she explain it to her?  

 

GEORGE: We will have to do everything to spare her feelings.  

 

BETTY: Oh, poor Mother! What a guilty conscience she has to live with. She must 

feel like she betrayed your Dad and all of us. We must be careful and not add to 

her embarrassment. Oh, oh, here she comes.  

 

END OF FREEVIEW— 

You’ll want to read and perform this show! 

 


