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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around 

the world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of 

experience in the field to help them find useful materials and information 

that makes their productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.  

 

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA 

Times, Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity, 

on CNN, NBC, and in many other media sources. 

 

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and 

trends on our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch 

with the field with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. 

Our President, Bonnie Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and 

present workshops that supplement her writing and consulting efforts. 

We’re here to help you be successful in Senior Theatre!  

  

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams! 
 

ArtAge Publications 

Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President 

PO Box 19955 

Portland OR 97280 

503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998 

bonniev@seniortheatre.com 

www.seniortheatre.com 

http://www.seniortheatre.com/
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NOTICE 
 

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the 

United States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal 

Copyright Convention.  

 

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. Sharing 

the material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. Unlawful use 

of a playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income. 

 

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, 

stage manager, lighting and sound crew leader.  

 

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations, 

additions, or deletions to the text must be approved. 

 

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part, 

in any medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional, 

are fully reserved. 

 

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, 

paying or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, 

cuttings, scenes, and excerpts.  

 

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is 

payable two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional 

rates or other questions. Royalty fees are subject to change. 

 

Insert the following paragraph in your programs: 

 

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ 

Senior Theatre Resource Center at 800-858-4998, 

www.seniortheatre.com 
 

 

Copyright 2003 

 

http://www.seniortheatre.com/
http://www.seniortheatre.com/


The Wrong Captive  

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com 

4 

THE WRONG CAPTIVE 

 

By Olga Sanderson 

 

CAST 
 

DORA and DELIA: Widowed sisters. 

CLEM and CHARLIE BUMPSTEAD: Retired ranch hands. 

MISS VICTORIA FOX: New neighbor. 

 

Place  

Dora and Delia’s home. 

 

DORA: Delia, that was some idea you had in setting that box trap for a rabbit! 

And that was some rabbit you caught! 

 

DELIA: Well Dora, how did I know it was going to catch a skunk? Now what do 

we do? We’ve got to get him out of the garden. He’s right between the tomatoes 

and the cucumbers. 

 

DORA: What are WE going to do? No, Delia, you were the one with the idea, 

remember? Now what are YOU going to do? 

 

DELIA: Say, you know those fellows that live next door, the Bumpsteads? They 

seem like such nice old gents. I bet they would know how to take care of this 

problem. 

 

DORA: Why don’t you give them a call on the phone? 

 

DELIA: Well, I will. (dials and speaks into the phone) Hello. Is this the Bumpsteads? 

This is your neighbor, Delia. We have a problem and I was wondering if you 

could help us out. You’ll come right over. Oh, thank you. 

 

(CLEM and CHARLIE enter) 

 

CHARLIE: Howdy ma’am. I’m Charlie and this is my brother Clem. We 

understand you have a problem. What can we do for you? 
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DORA: Hello, Charlie and Clem. I’m Dora and this is my sister Delia. We’ve been 

seeing a rabbit hopping around in our garden and Delia got the idea of catching 

him in a box trap. But what she caught wasn’t a rabbit, it was a skunk! 

 

CLEM: A skunk, you say? Well, I guess we can take care of him. 

 

DORA: Without him spraying on our vegetables? 

 

CHARLIE: Ma’am, there isn’t anything we can’t do. Just leave it to us. We’ll go 

around to the garden and take a look. (CHARLIE and CLEM exit) 

 

DELIA: I hope they’re right. Oh, here they come back. (CHARLIE and CLEM 

enter) 

 

CLEM: Ma’am, we got it all figured out. Charlie is going to run down to the 

drugstore while I wait here. If you’ll get a small blanket, I will explain what we 

aim to do. (DELIA exits and returns with a blanket) Charlie is good at roping cows, 

so he figures he’ll rope the skunk. 

 

DELIA: But the skunk is in the box trap. 

 

CLEM: It makes no never mind. He can rope the trap with the skunk in it and 

then he can slowly drag it back to the tree. I’ll already be up in the tree with the 

blanket. Then I drop the blanket over the box to make sure the skunk don’t see us 

and use us for a target. Then we can lift the blanket a bit just so the skunk can get 

a whiff of the chloroform and it’ll be out like a light. Then we can get rid of it. 

There’s nothing to it. Oh, here comes Charlie. (CHARLIE enters carrying small 

bottle) 

 

CHARLIE: I got the stuff, so let’s go. (CHARLIE and CLEM exit) 

 

DORA: I sure hope they know what they’re doing. 

 

DELIA: Well, if they don’t, we’ll surely smell it!  

 

DORA: Oh there’s a young lady coming over here. I don’t think we know her. 

(MISS FOX enters) 
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MISS FOX: Hello, I’m Victoria Fox. I’m your new neighbor, just moved in a few 

houses over. Sorry I haven’t had much chance to get acquainted. Takes time to 

settle in, you know. 

 

DORA: Hello, Miss Fox, we’re pleased to meet you. I’m Dora and this is my 

sister Delia. 

 

MISS FOX: Nice to meet you. The reason I came over is because I lost my pet. 

Usually he stays at home but being new I suppose he felt he should explore the 

neighborhood. His name is Petunia. Have you seen him? 

 

DELIA: Petunia? What is he, a dog or a cat? 

 

MISS FOX: No, He’s not either. He’s a skunk. 

 

DORA and DELIA: A SKUNK! 

 

MISS FOX: Yes, he’s a skunk, but he’s been fixed and they do make nice pets. I’ve 

had him several years and I sure would hate to lose him. 

 

DELIA: Say you did say he was a skunk? 

 

MISS FOX: Yes, have you seen him? 

 

DORA: Well…we’ve not only seen him….we have him. Delia set a box trap last 

night and we caught him in it. 

 

MISS FOX: Oh dear. I hope he didn’t get hurt. 

 

DORA: Well no, but we have the neighbors...they’re in the garden and 

they…ah…ah. 

 

MISS FOX: Why don’t I go back to the garden and get my Petunia? 

 

DELIA: Yes, please do. He’s in the box trap with a blanket over it. 

 

 

END OF FREEVIEW— 

You’ll want to read and perform this show! 

http://www.seniortheatre.com/

