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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around the 

world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of experience 

in the field to help them find useful materials and information that makes 

their productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.  

 

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in The Wall Street Journal, 

Chicago Tribune, LA Times, American Theatre Magazine, Time Magazine, Modern 

Maturity, on CNN, NBC, and in many other media sources. 

 

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and 

trends on our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch 

with the field with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our 

President, Bonnie Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present 

workshops that supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We’re here 

to help you be successful in Senior Theatre! 

 

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!  
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NOTICE  
  

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the 

United States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal 

Copyright Convention.  

 

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. 

Sharing the material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. 

Unlawful use of a playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her 

rightful income. 

 

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, 

stage manager, lighting and sound crew leader.  

 

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations, 

additions, or deletions to the text must be approved. 

 

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part, 

in any medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional, 

are fully reserved. 

 

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, 

paying or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, 

cuttings, scenes, and excerpts.  

 

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is 

payable two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional 

rates or other questions. Royalty fees are subject to change. 

 

Insert the following paragraph in your programs: 

 

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior 

Theatre Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com. 

 

Copyright 2013  

http://www.seniortheatre.com/
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GET YOUR FLU SHOT  

  

by Bob Naquin  

  

CAST  

EDITH: An older woman. 

RAY: An older man. 

  

Place  

Anywhere. 

  

Time  

Present. 

  

At Rise: A couple is having a cup of coffee as they discuss the day’s plans. They sit 

quietly for a moment. 

  

EDITH: What do you have on your schedule for the day?  

  

RAY: Well I thought I would have this coffee, read the paper, pretend that I was  

listening to you, and then take a nap.  

  

EDITH: You are so funny. You know that violent death is not that common in  

Canada, but I could beat you with my shoe and make you the exception.  

  

RAY: Oh relax, Edith. You know I kid because I love.  

  

EDITH: Well I love you too. That is why I think we should run down to the flu 

clinic today and get the shot.  

  

RAY: A flu shot! That is just for really, really old people.  

  

EDITH: Well I hate to be the bearer of bad news but you are not a really, really 

young person any longer.  

  

RAY: Give me a break, Edith. Sixty‐five is the new fifty.  

  

EDITH: Who are you trying to kid here? I looked at your high school yearbook 

the other day and I am sure I saw a picture of Moses in there.  
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RAY: Well I have been around for a while, but so have you. We graduated the 

same year.  

  

EDITH: I will have you know, that women like me age like fine wine.  

  

RAY: Some of them do. The others age like milk.  

  

EDITH: I am going to assume that I fall into the fine wine category.  

  

RAY: Of course you do. (thinking) Then again my eyesight is not what it used to 

be.  

  

EDITH: Well your eyesight is not going to be any better if you get the flu.  

  

RAY: Nobody gets the flu any more.  

  

EDITH: In Canada there were over 31,000 confirmed cases of flu last year. And a 

lot of people die from the complications associated with getting the flu.  

  

RAY: That whole swine flu thing was just a scare tactic by big government.  

  

EDITH: I am not talking about swine flu. I am talking about H1N1 flu which is a 

major cause of respiratory problems and even death among older people. But the 

flu changes every year and that is why you need a shot every year.  

  

RAY: I guess that swine flu was taken care of by an oinkment, huh?  

  

EDITH: (sarcastically) You are so funny. But don’t try to change the subject. We 

all need to get a flu shot not only to protect ourselves but to protect everyone we 

come into contact with.  

  

RAY: But I never get the flu. Well I did get the Intentional Flu once when I 

wanted to go fishing. I have never been actually sick a day in my life. Why 

should I get a flu shot?  

  

EDITH: For the same reason you wear a seatbelt. If you never need it, so much 

the better. But why not have it?  

  

RAY: I am not going to come into contact with anyone that has the flu so what do 

I care?  
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EDITH: Well flu germs can live on surfaces for 48 hours. So you never really 

have to touch someone to get it. And you come into contact with me every day. 

You want to give me the flu?  

  

RAY: No, I guess not. Unless it counts as an anniversary present.  

  

EDITH: No, it does not. And by the way you still owe me an anniversary present. 

Something that is shiny goes from zero to 120 in a hurry would be nice.  

  

RAY: Okay, okay. I will get you a scale for your anniversary.  

  

EDITH: And I am going to get you a burial at sea if you don’t stop with the wise 

cracks.  

  

RAY: Okay.  

  

EDITH: Besides you could have the flu and just feel a little achy but still be 

infecting other people with it. You want to give our grandkids the flu? Or heaven 

forbid, my mother?  

  

RAY: Well that would be a ‘no’ on the grandkids. (thinking) Can I get back to you 

about your mother?  

  

EDITH: You are not going to infect our kids, our grandkids or anyone else 

because you are going to do the right thing and get your flu shot.  

  

RAY: But the last time I got a flu shot it made me sick.  

  

EDITH: That’s not possible. It’s only a copy of the virus, a ‘killed vaccine,’ and 

that can’t make you sick. In two short weeks, your body has produced antibodies 

and voila’ you’re protected!  

  

RAY: The people who come up with these shots are just guessing about what 

strain is coming anyway, so it won’t work.  

  

END OF FREEVIEW 

You’ll want to read and perform this show! 
 


