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ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around 

the world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of 

experience in the field to help them find useful materials and information 

that makes their productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.  

 

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, Los 

Angeles Times, Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern 

Maturity, on CNN, NBC, and in many other media sources. 

 

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and 

trends on our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch 

with the field with our very popular enewsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our 

President, Bonnie Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present 

workshops that supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We’re here 

to help you be successful in Senior Theatre! 

 

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!  
 

ArtAge Publications 

Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President 

PO Box 19955 

Portland OR 97280 

503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998 

bonniev@seniortheatre.com 

www.seniortheatre.com 
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NOTICE 
 

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the 

United States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal 

Copyright Convention.   

 

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. 

Sharing the material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. 

Unlawful use of a playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her 

rightful income. 

 

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director, 

stage manager, lighting and sound crew leader.  

 

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations, 

additions, or deletions to the text must be approved. 

 

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part, 

in any medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional, 

are fully reserved. 

 

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience, 

paying or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings, 

cuttings, scenes, and excerpts.  

 

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is 

payable two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional 

rates or other questions. Royalty fees are subject to change. 

 

Insert the following paragraph in your programs: 

 

“Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ 

Senior Theatre Resource Center at 800-858-4998, 

www.seniortheatre.com.” 

 

Copyright 2000 Robin Rice

http://www.seniortheatre.com/
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Roses to Plan 

by 

Robin Rice 

 

Cast of Characters  

 

Sura Weckle: Not a spring chicken 

 

Eli Weckle: Her husband 

 

Time: Morning 

 

Place: Brooklyn, New York 

 

(AT RISE: A kitchen table. SURA wears a bathrobe, an apron.) 

 

SURA: Eli Weckle, if you're not in here in three seconds, these two nice eggs-

over-light- 

 

(ELI enters.) 

You're dressed. 

 

ELI: I am. 

 

SURA: Why are you dressed? 

 

ELI: I'm going out. 

 

SURA: At eight in the morning? 

 

ELI: For a walk.  

 

SURA: By yourself? 

 

ELI: I must. 
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SURA: You must no such thing. 

 

ELI: You have not had The Urge in a very long time. 

 

SURA: The cantaloupe? 

 

ELI: So long ago. 

 

SURA: Not so. What, Eli? A surprise for my birthday I don't need. 

 

ELI: It's not that. 

 

SURA: For surprises I am too old. 

 

ELI: My darling, for nothing you are old. You are a strong woman. 

 

SURA: You know how I am not. Take off the sweater. Sit. Eat. 

 

ELI: Make like I am still in bed sleeping because... because it is a rainy day and I 

love to sleep in on rainy days. 

 

SURA: It's a beautiful day. If you are not here, I will put on the coat with the big 

pockets, go to a store, and permanently borrow something. Perhaps more than a 

cantaloupe this time. 

 

ELI: I'll give you money. 

 

SURA: What is going on here? 

 

ELI: Nothing even to blink on. 

 

SURA: Good. Eat your eggs. 

 

ELI: This tiny bump on my nose... 

 

SURA: Bump-schmump. 

 

ELI: Dr. Solomon - 

 

SURA: Doctor...?  
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ELI: You know. 

 

SURA: You saw him? 

 

ELI: I saw him. 

 

SURA: At the grocery. 

 

ELI: No. 

 

SURA: Twenty questions at eight in the morning. You give me gas. 

 

ELI: At his office. 

 

SURA: All the way to Avenue A? 

 

ELI: Last week. 

 

SURA: You don't get enough exercise? 

 

ELI: Monday. 

 

SURA: Monday?  

 

ELI: About the bump. During your nap I went. 

 

SURA: Sneaking out now are we? What else don't I know about my husband? 

No, I will tell you what I do know. That bump has been on your nose plenty 

long. 

 

ELI: Too long. 

 

SURA: Suddenly you have to be Mel Torme? Pah! You are one hundred times 

handsomer than Mel Torme in his wildest dreams. 

 

ELI: It's not how I look. 

 

SURA: Enough. Eat. 

 

ELI: (softly) I am not hungry. 
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SURA: I make new eggs. 

 

ELI: Surabaya - 

 

SURA: You want oatmeal? 

 

ELI: Dr. Solomon tells me to get rid of the lump - bump. (reluctantly) At the 

hospital. (Pause) 

 

SURA: "Hospital?" 

 

ELI: Maimonides. 

 

SURA: What does he know? 

 

ELI: It is not healthy to have miscellaneous attachments to your face. 

 

SURA: Since when? 

 

ELI: This I know. This I have read. I have to go now. Allow time, he said. 

 

SURA: They get you inside a hospital they won't let you out. 

 

ELI: I'll sing. 

 

SURA: Don't joke. 

 

ELI: Why would they not let me out? 

 

SURA: It's not a grocery. You don't go in and out like at the Price Chopper. 

 

ELI: I do when my Sura is waiting. 

 

SURA: Tell him come here cut it off. I make a strudel. 

 

END OF FREEVIEW 

You’ll want to read and perform this show! 

 


