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SENIOR THEATRE

RESOURCE CENTER

ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around
the world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of
experience in the field to help them find useful materials and information
that makes their productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in American Theatre, Wall
Street Journal, Chicago Tribune, Los Angeles Times, Time Magazine, Modern
Maturity, on CNN, NBC, and in many other media sources.

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and
trends on our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch
with the field with our very popular enewsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our
President, Bonnie Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present
workshops that supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We're here
to help you be successful in Senior Theatre!

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!

ArtAge Publications
Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President
PO Box 19955
Portland OR 97280
503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998
bonniev@seniortheatre.com
www.seniortheatre.com
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NOTICE

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the
United States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal
Copyright Convention.

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials.
Sharing the material with other organizations or persons is prohibited.
Unlawful use of a playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her
rightful income.

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director,
stage manager, lighting and sound crew leader.

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations,
additions, or deletions to the text must be approved.

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part,
in any medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional,
are fully reserved.

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience,
paying or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings,
cuttings, scenes, and excerpts.

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is
payable two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional
rates or other questions. Royalty fees are subject to change.

Insert the following paragraph in your programs:
“Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’

Senior Theatre Resource Center at 800-858-4998,
www.seniortheatre.com.”

Copyright Karen Riehl 2011

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com
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CLEANING HOUSE
by
Karen Riehl
CAST

ANNOUNCER: Can be male or female.

CAROL QUIBBLE: Wife. Middle-aged or older. Full of talk and ideas.
QUENTIN QUIBBLE: Husband. Middle-aged or older. Quiet
MADGE: Female neighbor. The town gossip.

ANNOUNCER: Now for another fun-filled visit with everyone’s favorite couple,
Quentin and Carol Quibble. The Quibbles are brought to you by Ipana
toothpaste. Ipana, the toothpaste that puts a shine in your smile. As the scene

opens, we find Carol and Quentin just finishing their breakfast.

CAROL: Quentin, I can’t see you. Are you chewing with your mouth open
again?

QUENTIN: Yes.

CAROL: Quentin, why do you always read the paper while we eat?
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QUENTIN: So you can’t see me chew with my mouth open.
CAROL: But then we can’t see each other.
QUENTIN: That’s right, Carol.

CAROL: You have the paper awfully close to your face. Maybe you need new
reading glasses.

(silence)

CAROL: Well?

QUENTIN: I can see just fine, Carol.

(A knock at the door.)

CAROL: Come in

MADGE: (extremely cheerful) Good morning!
QUENTIN: (under breath) Oh, good Lord!
CAROL: Hi, Madge. Want some coffee?

MADGE: No, thanks, I really don’t have the time. I just dropped by to ask if
you’d seen Harold and Elaine James in the past couple of days.

CAROL: No. Why, Madge?

MADGE: Well, now I'm not one to spread gossip, but I saw Sally Tisdale at the
garden club banquet last evening and she told me that Ruth Minor told her that
Gina Scully told her, when they were at pool exercise class, that Harold James
was seen last week, walking down main street with a very pretty, young, tall
redhead. In broad daylight! What do you think of that?

CAROL: Well, I—-

MADGE: Lois Turnbee also saw them, and so did Gloria Whitcomb and —
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QUENTIN: (dry) Her name is Robin and she’s Harold’s sister. She was in town to
join Harold and Elaine on a trip to visit their mother.

MADGE: Oh. That must be why no one has seen them lately.

QUENTIN: That's probably the reason, Madge.

MADGE: Oh, my, look at the time! I have to run. I have to do some shopping
before I take my books back to the library. By the way, have you noticed Susan,
the librarian looking peaked lately? I hope she’s not expecting again. Her poor
husband works so hard to support the family as it is and —

QUENTIN: Sorry you have to leave so soon, Madge.

MADGE: Oh, yes. Well, I'll see you later then.

CAROL: Bye, Madge. Drop in any time.

(Door closes.)

CAROL: What are you doing, Quentin?

QUENTIN: I'm locking the door.

CAROL: Quentin, the house is dirty.

QUENTIN: Yes.

CAROL: Why did you say yes?

QUENTIN: I was being agreeable.

CAROL: Then you don’t think I keep a clean house?

QUENTIN: Yes. No! Yes. Oh, good lord!

CAROL: I think it would be fun if we cleaned the house together. What do you
think?

QUENTIN: Fun?
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CAROL: Yes.

(silence)

CAROL: Well?

QUENTIN: Well, what?

CAROL: Shall we? Shall we clean the house together?
QUENTIN: Okay.

CAROL: When?

QUENTIN: Next year some time.

CAROL: I was thinking today would be a good time.

QUENTIN: Yes, I was too. I was thinking that today would be a good day to play
golf.

CAROL: Quentin, if you love me you’ll clean house with me.

QUENTIN: Let's clean house. I'll get the vacuum, and you get the dust mop.
CAROL: I thought I'd get the vacuum.

QUENTIN: Okay. I'll get the mop.

CAROL: If you'd rather use the vacuum —

QUENTIN: No! I love the mop.

CAROL: But the vacuum is too heavy for me.

QUENTIN: Fine, I'll use the vacuum.
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ANNOUNCER: Before we find out who's going to have the joy of using the
vacuum, I'd like to remind you of what a joy it is to use Ipana toothpaste. Film
star Lana Turner is quoted as saying, “I use it just before I go on set and my teeth
shine throughout the scene. My director is so happy he encourages all his actors
to brush with Ipana.” Yes, folks, it cleans Miss Turner’s teeth and her mouth
stays fresh all day. It can do the same for you! Now let’s return to Carol and
Quentin who are busy cleaning the living room.

CAROL: Quentin, you missed some dust in the corner there. I don’t think you

see the dirt. I think you need new glasses. Maybe you should have your eyes
examined.

(silence)
CAROL: Well?
QUENTIN: Well, what?
CAROL: Are you going to have your eyes examined?
QUENTIN: Right now, I'm cleaning house, Carol.
CAROL: Why are you rubbing your hip that way. Does it hurt?
QUENTIN: No, it’s just tired from bending.
CAROL: I've noticed you rubbing it lately. Maybe you should see a hip doctor.
QUENTIN: I'm fine, Carol.
CAROL: Quentin, you missed a cobweb on the ceiling.

QUENTIN: Carol, you can’t get a cobweb off the ceiling with a vacuum. Besides I
don’t see it.

FreeView
Warning: This is copyrighted material
Now buy the entire show—such fun!
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