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SENIOR THEATRE

RESOURCE CENTER

ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around
the world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of
experience in the field to help them find useful materials and information
that makes their productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in American Theatre, Wall
Street Journal, Chicago Tribune, Los Angeles Times, Time Magazine, Modern
Maturity, on CNN, NBC, and in many other media sources.

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and
trends on our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch
with the field with our very popular enewsletter, Senior Theatre Online. Our
President, Bonnie Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and present
workshops that supplement her writing and consulting efforts. We're here
to help you be successful in Senior Theatre!

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!

ArtAge Publications
Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President
PO Box 19955
Portland OR 97280
503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998
bonniev@seniortheatre.com
www.seniortheatre.com

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com
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NOTICE

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the
United States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal
Copyright Convention.

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials.
Sharing the material with other organizations or persons is prohibited.
Unlawful use of a playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her
rightful income.

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director,
stage manager, lighting and sound crew leader.

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations,
additions, or deletions to the text must be approved.

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part,
in any medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional,
are fully reserved.

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience,
paying or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings,
Cuttings, scenes, and excerpts.

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is
payable two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional
rates or other questions. Royalty fees are subject to change.

Insert the following paragraph in your programs:
“Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’

Senior Theatre Resource Center at 800-858-4998,
www.seniortheatre.com.”

Copyright 2012

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com
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MOTHERS' DAY
By Arthur S. Keyser
CAST
MOLLY SULLIVAN: A seventy-two-year old widow.
JANE MARTIN: Molly's daughter. Jane is forty-eight years old.
ELAINE FISHER: A sixty-eight-year old widow.
PHOEBE SPECTOR: A seventy-one-year old widow.
FRANCIS DOLAN: A seventy-year old widow.
Place
The set is part of the living room of a furnished one-bedroom apartment in a
senior retirement hotel where Molly Sullivan lives. The furniture, not fancy, is
typical of a contemporary apartment. There are a sofa and two armchairs, some
occasional tables, and several lamps. There is a door, which enters directly into

the apartment from the exterior hallway.

Time
It is 2:30 on a Sunday afternoon in early spring.

At Rise: MOLLY SULLIVAN is sitting on one of the armchairs. She is fully dressed,
with a light sweater covering her shoulders. She is wearing a small hat and gloves. There
is a knock on the door.

MOLLY: (in a raised voice) Come in. The door isn't locked.

(The door opens and MOLLY s daughter, JANE, walks in. She closes the door.)

MOLLY: It's two-thirty. You're half an hour late.

JANE: Things came up. Sam and I were arguing about where to go on vacation
and the kids were fighting about who takes more time in the bathroom.

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com



Mothers’ Day 5

MOLLY: You used the same story a month ago. You should keep a record of
your excuses.

JANE: I've been here less than a minute and you're already starting?
MOLLY: I've had three weeks to rehearse. You've missed the last two Sundays.

JANE: Do you think it's easy? Trying to keep a husband happy, raising two
teenagers and...(JANE pauses).

JANE: Why are you dressed that way?

MOLLY: I'm moving out of here.

JANE: That's not funny.

MOLLY: I'm already packed. My suitcases are in the bedroom.
JANE: Where are you going?

MOLLY: I'm moving in with you. It'll be easier for you. You won't have to visit
me anymore.

JANE: The house only has three bedrooms. The kids can't share a room.
MOLLY: Sure they can.

JANE: Mom! Nancy is seventeen and Joey is fifteen. They can't sleep in the same
room. And we only have two bathrooms. I'm sorry. You can't move in with us.

MOLLY: Then I'll move to a homeless shelter.
JANE: Don't be ridiculous. You have a home...here.

MOLLY: I've already notified the office. I was supposed to be out of here by two
o'clock. If you hadn't been late--

JANE: Call the office and tell them you've changed your mind.

MOLLY: I won't do that. They'll think I'm crazy.
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JANE: You are crazy. Why didn't you talk to me first?

MOLLY: And let you try to change my mind?

JANE: This makes no sense.

MOLLY: It makes sense to me.

JANE: I can't stand here and listen to this craziness.

MOLLY: So don't stand...sit down.

(JANE raises both arms in exasperation and sits down in the other armchair.)
JANE: Why are you doing this?

MOLLY: Because of Phoebe.

JANE: Your best friend?

MOLLY: She's not my friend anymore. I told her to move out of the building, but
she refused. So I'm moving.

JANE: Did you have a fight?

MOLLY: If she wasn't so old, I would have hit her.
JANE: My God, Mom! What happened?

MOLLY: She was spreading rumors about me.
JANE: What rumors?

MOLLY: That I was flirting with a new man, who moved in. She already had her
eyes on him.

FreeView

Warning: This is copyrighted material
Now buy the entire show—such fun!
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