
  
  
  
  
           

  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  

  
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

It’s  Hell  Gettin’  Old  

Harry  Stutt  



It’s  Hell  Gettin’  Old     

ArtAge  Senior  Theatre  Resource  Center,  800-‐‑858-‐‑4998,  www.seniortheatre.com  
 

2  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
ArtAge   supplies   books,   plays,   and  materials   to   older   performers   around  
the   world.   Directors   and   actors   have   come   to   rely   on   our   30+   years   of  
experience  in  the  field  to  help  them  find  useful  materials  and  information  
that  makes  their  productions  stimulating,  fun,  and  entertaining.    
  
ArtAge’s   unique   program   has   been   featured   in   Wall   Street   Journal,   LA  
Times,   Chicago   Tribune,  American   Theatre,  Time  Magazine,  Modern  Maturity,  
on  CNN,  NBC,  and  in  many  other  media  sources.  
  
ArtAge   is   more   than   a   catalog.   We   also   supply   information,   news,   and  
trends   on   our   top-‐‑rated  website,  www.seniortheatre.com.  We   stay   in   touch  
with  the  field  with  our  very  popular  enewsletter,  Senior  Theatre  Online.  Our  
President,  Bonnie  Vorenberg,  is  asked  to  speak  at  conferences  and  present  
workshops  that  supplement  her  writing  and  consulting  efforts.  We’re  here  
to  help  you  be  successful  in  Senior  Theatre!  
  

We  help  older  performers  fulfill  their  theatrical  dreams!    
  

ArtAge  Publications  
Bonnie  L.  Vorenberg,  President  

PO  Box  19955  
Portland  OR  97280  

503-‐‑246-‐‑3000  or  800-‐‑858-‐‑4998  
bonniev@seniortheatre.com  
www.seniortheatre.com  
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NOTICE  
  
Copyright:   This   play   is   fully   protected   under   the  Copyright   Laws   of   the  
United  States  of  America,  Canada,  and  all  other  countries  of  the  Universal  
Copyright  Convention.    
  
The   laws   of   the   United   States   are   specific   regarding   the   piracy   of  
copyrighted   materials.   Sharing   the   material   with   other   organizations   or  
persons   is   prohibited.   Unlawful   use   of   a   playwright'ʹs  work   deprives   the  
creator  of  his  or  her  rightful  income.  
  
Cast  Copies:  Performance  cast  copies  are  required  for  each  actor,  director,  
stage  manager,  lighting,  and  sound  crew  leader.    
  
Permission  to  Film:  Rights  to  produce,  film,  or  record,  in  whole  or  in  part,  
in  any  medium  or  in  any  language,  by  any  group  amateur  or  professional,  
are  fully  reserved.  
  
Royalty:  Royalties   are  due  when  you  perform   the  play   for   any  audience,  
paying   or   non-‐‑paying,   professional   or   amateur.   This   includes   readings,  
cuttings,  scenes,  and  excerpts.    
  
The   royalty   for   amateur   productions   of   this   show   is   posted   online.   It   is  
payable   two  weeks   prior   to   your   production.  Contact   us   for   professional  
rates  or  other  questions.  Royalty  fees  are  subject  to  change.  
  
Insert  the  following  paragraph  in  your  programs:  
  

“Performed  with  special  permission  from  ArtAge  Publications’  
Senior  Theatre  Resource  Center  at  800-‐‑858-‐‑4998,  
www.seniortheatre.com”  

  
Copyright  2003  
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It’s  Hell  Gettin’  Old  
  

by    
  

Harry  Stutt  
  
  
  

Cast  
  

BILLY:  Hard  of  hearing.  
  
CHARLIE:  Normal,  whatever  that  is.  

  
FREDDY:  Can’t  remember  what  day  it  is.  
  

Place  
A  park  bench  on  a  sunny,  warm  day.  Three  old  codgers  gather  here  every  day;  the  
conversation  seldom  changes.  They  all  have  canes.    

  
(CHARLIE  and  FREDDY  sit,  enjoying  the  warm  sun.  BILLY,  with  cane,  comes  hobbling  up  to  
them  and  sits.)  
  
BILLY:  What’s  y’all  gabbin’  about,  boys?  

CHARLIE:  We  was  remembering  the  good  old  days…when  we  was  young’ens.    

FREDDY:  We  was?    

CHARLIE:  Damn,  Freddy,  cain’t  you  remember  anything?  

BILLY:  Hey,  whaja  say?  

CHARLIE:  I  said,  “Old  Freddy  here  cain’t  remember  a  thing.”  

BILLY:  Ding?  Old  Doc  Green  got  a  good  one  on  his  brand  new  car  ‘tother  day.  Went  up  
to  see  Miss  Hammer  and  afore  he  opened  the  door,  one  of  her  goats  butted  his  car  and  
put  a  big  ding  in  the  door.  He’s  madder  than  hell  about  it,  too.    
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FREDDY:  What  was  Doc  mad  about?  Who’s  Miss  Hammer?  

CHARLIE:  Geez,  Freddy-‐‑–Miss  Hammer  has  goats.  Don  you  ‘member  anything?  

FREDDY:  Oh,  yeah.  Now  I  remember.  Goats?  

(The  three  sit  and  enjoy  the  sun  for  a  moment.)  

BILLY:  What  ya  say?  

CHARLIE:  Didn’t  say  nothing.  That  was  just  Freddy  a-‐‑fartin’.    

BILLY:  Red  Martin?  Remember  him,  Charlie?  The  time  we  were  swimmin’  down  at  the  
old  railroad  bridge?  Red  climbs  up  top  of  the  bridge  and  jumps  in  the  river  and…  

CHARLIE:  Yeah,  I  remember.  Red  jumps  in  and  lands  on  poor  old  Freddy.  That’s  ‘bout  
the  time  Freddy  started  to  lose  his  mind.    

BILLY:  Hey,  whad  he  say?  

CHARLIE:  Said  Freddy  lost  his  mind.  

BILLY:  Too  bad.  If’n  he  still  had  it,  what  with  the  price  of  coal,  Freddy,  you’d  be  a  rich  
man.  

CHARLIE:  (Exasperated)  Oh,  geez…here  we  go  again.    

FREDDY:  Where  we  goin’,  Charlie?    

CHARLIE:  (Muttering  under  his  breath)  It’s  hell  getting  old.  

Now  buy  the  entire  play!  Such  fun!  
WARNING:  THIS  IS  COPYRIGHTED  MATERIAL 
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