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SENIOR THEATRE

RESOURCE CENTER

ArtAge supplies books, plays, and materials to older performers around
the world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of
experience in the field to help them find useful materials and information
that makes their productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA
Times, Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity,
on CNN, NBC, and in many other media sources.

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and
trends on our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch
with the field with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online.
Our President, Bonnie Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and
present workshops that supplement her writing and consulting efforts.
We're here to help you be successful in Senior Theatre!

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!

ArtAge Publications
Bonnie L. Vorenberg, President
PO Box 19955
Portland OR 97280
503-246-3000 or 800-858-4998
bonniev@seniortheatre.com
www.seniortheatre.com

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com
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NOTICE

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the
United States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal
Copyright Convention.

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials.
Sharing the material with other organizations or persons is prohibited.
Unlawful use of a playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her
rightful income.

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director,
stage manager, lighting and sound crew leader.

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations,
additions, or deletions to the text must be approved.

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part,
in any medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional,
are fully reserved.

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience,
paying or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings,
cuttings, scenes, and excerpts.

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is
payable two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional
rates or other questions. Royalty fees are subject to change.

Insert the following paragraph in your programs:

Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior
Theatre Resource Center at 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com

The Wish © 2015 by Sherry Churchill

ArtAge Senior Theatre Resource Center, 800-858-4998, www.seniortheatre.com
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THE WISH

by

Sherry Churchill

CAST
SUSAN MCDONALD: A wife of many years.

ROGER MCDONALD: Susan’s husband of many years.
AN ANGEL FROM HEAVEN: A newbie who is quite nervous.

Place
A living room.

Time
The present.
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THE WISH

by
Sherry Churchill

Setting: At Center, a comfortable sofa faces the audience. Down Right is a TV set which
is slanted so the audience can’t see the picture. Any other living room décor may be used,
but is not necessary.

At Rise: ROGER and SUSAN are on the sofa. Susan has a home décor magazine. Roger
has the TV remote control, which he incessantly uses. They have been married for many
years. There is a pair of Roger’s shoes near the sofa on Susan’s side.

SUSAN: You know, I've been thinking. Since we’re going to paint anyway,
maybe we should think about getting an interior decorator in here to give us
some advice. I'm not really very good at putting things together. But if we just
paid someone to draw us a plan, then I...or we...could just follow it at our own
pace. You know, kind of like you did with our landscaping.

(A pause. Susan keeps reading, and Roger keeps changing channels with the remote.)
SUSAN: I've really been thinking a lot about teal. For some reason, I keep
gravitating to that shade, I don’t know why. I just think it looks so peaceful
and...I don’t know...beachy. I'm actually starting to buy new clothes in that
color. I wonder if it’s just a phase with me? Sometimes I think the professional
decorators and the clothing designers use subliminal suggestion to make us start
craving a color. The same thing happened when I went from Victorian to
Traditional. I think it's a way to get us to buy all new stuff every few years.
(Another pause. She reads. He keeps changing channels.)

SUSAN: So? What do you think about getting an interior decorator?

SUSAN: Roger, I said what do you think about getting an interior decorator?

SUSAN: You're not listening to me, are you?

(He changes to another channel.)
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SUSAN: Roger, have you ever listened to a single word I've ever said in our
entire marriage?

(He changes to another channel.)

SUSAN: ROGER! (He jumps and turns to her)
ROGER: What?

SUSAN: Did you hear a word I said just now?
ROGER: Yes, of course.

SUSAN: Tell me what I just said.

ROGER: (stares at her) Something about painting.

SUSAN: Roger, that was ten minutes ago. Honestly, I might as well be talking to
myself. Could you put down that remote for five minutes so we can talk?

ROGER: (puts down the remote and crosses his arms) Fine. Talk.
SUSAN: Now I've lost my enthusiasm. Roger, you never listen to me.
ROGER: Maybe that’s because you never stop talking.

SUSAN: The reason I never stop talking is because I have to keep repeating
myself! It takes four to five times before it sinks in with you!

ROGER: Maybe I tune you out because every single time you open your mouth,
you're spending money!

SUSAN: That is not true!
ROGER: It most certainly is!
SUSAN: How would you know? You don't listen!

ROGER: Okay. What were you just saying to me when I wasn’t listening?
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SUSAN: That...(realizes he’s right) I was thinking about hiring an interior designer.
ROGER: I rest my case.

SUSAN: You don’t have a case. Besides, I have to pick up your shoes all the time.
ROGER: (stunned) What does that have to do with anything?

SUSAN: We were talking about...bad habits.

ROGER: No, we weren’t. But why don’t we? Did you know you have a habit of
nagging?

SUSAN: I am not a nagging wife!

ROGER: (imitates her) Roger, I had to pick up your shoes again today. Roger, you
ate the last of the peanut butter and didn’t add it to the shopping list. Roger, why
do you have to tinkle in every bathroom in the house?

SUSAN: Now, that’s a legitimate question which you are utterly unable to
explain! Why must you christen every toilet we have? Why isn’t one toilet
enough? Are you marking your territory in your castle or something?

ROGER: It's a man thing, okay?

SUSAN: And what exactly is a man thing?

ROGER: It’s...what...men...do...because they’re men. A man thing!

SUSAN: That was a very profound explanation. Thank you.

ROGER: Sue, it's no different than why do you have to have the same color polish
on your nails as on your toes? Who cares? Why does your necklace have to match

your earrings? Who cares? Why does our house have to be in a certifiable style? As a
man, I say throw a few pictures on the wall and call it good!

END OF FREEVIEW
You’ll want to read and perform this show!
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