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the world. Directors and actors have come to rely on our 30+ years of
experience in the field to help them find useful materials and information
that makes their productions stimulating, fun, and entertaining.

ArtAge’s unique program has been featured in Wall Street Journal, LA
Times, Chicago Tribune, American Theatre, Time Magazine, Modern Maturity,
on CNN, NBC, and in many other media sources.

ArtAge is more than a catalog. We also supply information, news, and
trends on our top-rated website, www.seniortheatre.com. We stay in touch
with the field with our very popular e-newsletter, Senior Theatre Online.
Our President, Bonnie Vorenberg, is asked to speak at conferences and
present workshops that supplement her writing and consulting efforts.
We're here to help you be successful in Senior Theatre!

We help older performers fulfill their theatrical dreams!
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NOTICE

Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the
United States of America, Canada, and all other countries of the Universal
Copyright Convention.

The laws are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials.
Sharing the material with other organizations or persons is prohibited.
Unlawful use of a playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her
rightful income.

Cast Copies: Performance cast copies are required for each actor, director,
stage manager, lighting and sound crew leader.

Changes to Script: Plays must be performed as written. Any alterations,
additions, or deletions to the text must be approved.

Permission to Film: Rights to produce, film, or record, in whole or in part,
in any medium or in any language, by any group amateur or professional,
are fully reserved.

Royalty: Royalties are due when you perform the play for any audience,
paying or non-paying, professional or amateur. This includes readings,
Cuttings, scenes, and excerpts.

The royalty for amateur productions of this show is posted online. It is
payable two weeks prior to your production. Contact us for professional
rates or other questions. Royalty fees are subject to change.

Insert the following paragraph in your programs:
Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’

Senior Theatre Resource Center at 800-858-4998,
www.seniortheatre.com

Lifeguard on Duty © 2015 by George Sauer
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LIFEGUARD ON DUTY
by
George Sauer
Freeview

CAST
GEORGE: A fit elderly man, retired.
PAUL: His friend. Also fit, elderly and retired.

Place

A lifeguard station.
Time
The present. A beautiful summer day.
Production Note

The lifeguard station can be represented simply by two folding chairs at stage
Center. If desired and budget allows, the chairs could be on a platform.
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LIFEGUARD ON DUTY
by
George Sauer
Setting: A beach.

At Rise: Lights come up on PAUL and GEORGE who sit in lifeguard chairs. They wear
proper attire for lifequards on duty.

GEORGE: What a day! What a glorious day! Not a cloud in the sky. A dome of
azure blue—

PAUL: What the hell is that?

GEORGE: What?

PAUL: That fruity word. Azure.

GEORGE: Come on. You know what azure is.

PAUL: Remind me. I may be having a senior moment.
GEORGE: It means...blue.

PAUL: Blue? Why the hell didn’t you say that then?
GEORGE: I did.

PAUL: No. You said, “a dome of azure blue.” Which would mean a dome of
blue, blue. Which is redundant. Right? The problem is you don’t think I listen.

GEORGE: A dome of...resplendent blue. Like we were sealed shut in a sky blue

Tupperware container. And God just burped the lid. The sand, of course, being
the lid.
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PAUL: If I have to listen to crap like that all day long, I'm going back into
retirement.

GEORGE: Ah, lighten-up. This job is a God-send.

PAUL: No job is a God-send. At least no job I ever had.

GEORGE: This is God’s attempt to make it all up to you. Imagine, being
lifeguards at our age. Who would have thought?

PAUL: What's the mystery? They can’t hire kids at these wages. When the
college kids get here for the summer, they want the jobs with the big tips.

GEORGE: Yes. It's a sad comment on today’s youth. Why when we were young,
who cared what the pay was. We would have worked for nothing to be up here
in our bright red trunks. Our tanned, toned bodies the envy of every scrawny
kid. Lusted after by every pubescent sand nymph on the beach.

PAUL: The only looks we’re getting are ones of disbelief.

GEORGE: Ah, don’t be so paranoid.

PAUL: You heard that woman tell her kid not to go in swimming until the real
lifeguards come on duty.

GEORGE: We simply need to gain our public’s trust. We need to assure everyone
in our charge that we are up to the task.

PAUL: What do you suggest? I swim out, fake a cramp, get in trouble, then you
save me?

GEORGE: That would make me look good. But it wouldn't do much for your
image.

PAUL: Image! That’s a laugh. I'll just take a nap up here until someone in
authority comes to his senses and fires us.

GEORGE: I'll have none of that. No sleeping on my watch.

PAUL: But I get groggy out here in the sun.
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GEORGE: Then what we need are a few exercises.
PAUL: What!

GEORGE: Yes. We should start our session with calisthenics. (demonstrates) Torso
twists and deep knee bends.

PAUL: Calisthenics! Where does it say we're supposed to do calisthenics? I'm not
doing anything more than what I get paid for. If someone is in trouble in the
water, I'll try to save them. That's it. Period!

GEORGE: That’s a sad comment on the work ethics of senior citizens.

PAUL: Of senior citizens? We don’t have work ethics. We're nearly dead!

GEORGE: You start talking like that and before you know it you're in the
nursing home waiting for some nurse's aide to give you a tubby.

PAUL: A tubby? What are you talking about?

GEORGE: It's what they call getting a bath. Getting in the tub. Going for a
‘tubby’ in nursing-home-speak.

PAUL: And a nurse's aide does this to you?

GEORGE: They’re not going to trust you to do it on your own.

PAUL: (dreamily) Let me see. A young girl, fresh from nursing school,
presumably in a starchy white uniform, gives you your tubby. Scrubbing you
down with a rough loofah sponge. Over all your dirty spots. Something to look
forward to. In fact, I think I may be getting excited right now.

GEORGE: Will you give it a rest?

PAUL: Ah, there you go. You've ruined the moment. Not likely to happen again
anytime soon. So we’ve talked about sex. What’s next? Religion?

GEORGE: What's next is getting back to what we’re paid for. Guarding the beach.
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PAUL: Okay. Point taken. (stands) Let’s see, someone must be acting-up.
Breaking a rule. Endangering his welfare. Ah, yes! (blows whistle, shouts)

Hey, hot-dog! Yes, you! Don’t pretend you can’t hear me. Come-in a little closer!
(tfo GEORGE) How's that?

GEORGE: I don’t think the term “hot-dog” is used anymore. Especially —
PAUL: He knows I'm talking to him.

GEORGE: Especially when you're addressing a rock!

PAUL: What are you talking about? Look at him splashing around out there.
GEORGE: Those are waves hitting a rock.

PAUL: A rock! You are really losing it.

GEORGE: I'm losing it? Put on your glasses, before someone comes after you
with a net.

PAUL: (putting on glasses) You're the one they’ll be coming after...Oh, jiminy! It is
a rock!

GEORGE: And, I might point out one, that doesn’t even look very life-like.
PAUL: Do you think anyone noticed?

GEORGE: No, I think you're okay.

PAUL: How about that teen-ager over there?

GEORGE: With the pink hair? I think she talks to rocks, too.

PAUL: That was close. You're wrong about one thing though. I don’t think
they come after you with a net anymore.

END OF FREEVIEW

You’ll want to read and perform this show!
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