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ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT: 

What can I say? It's been a long time since I wrote a resume, so I'll just write a story about me.  I suppose you'd like to know about my bona fides for writing stories, and though I have had stories published from my life living abroad and working in the Peace Corps, and stories about training teachers for the US government, this is my first published play.  

I have three Master's Degrees, which seems strange even to me, but I changed my focus as I "grew up." My Master's in Music, and my degree in Educational Administration were useful, wonderful, and allowed me to do a lot of satisfying work, like being a teacher and a secondary school principal. 

Finally, after Peace Corps, or perhaps during it, I found my life's work, this time for sure! After completing a Master's Degree in Intercultural Management and Teacher Training at the School for International Training, I went abroad to work in teacher education. Everyone asks, which country did you like best? I loved them all--from the Philippines to Egypt, from Pakistan to Macedonia, Sierra Leone to Bulgaria. Everything was fantastic, fascinating, and full of challenges. That's code for tough, sometimes dangerous, and strange. At the end of it all, in 2000, I came home to the USA, to family, friends, and familiarity. I was gone for 18 years. I got reacquainted with things like bathrooms and favorite foods, washers and dryers and tons of chocolate. It was a really tough time reintegrating, but I'm managing! 

I've been teaching drama and music for about 40 years here, and in countries all over the world.  People are so lovable! They are so flexible, and very happy to work and play in theatre! It doesn't matter where they are, people just love to pretend! 

Fond regards, 

Martha McMillen 
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The tale of a really nice guy, who auditioned for the part of a scoundrel.

  

The Characters

Narrator: male or female

Scrooge: Male

Widow Crachitt/Spirit of Christmas Past: Female

Agatha (and Actor #1 or TBA) Female

Victoria (and Actor #2. or TBA) Female

Fredericka, the niece of Scrooge: Female

Mrs. Fezziwig: Female

Greek Chorus: Voices 1 through 9 or TBA: Males and/or females

Christmas Present: Male or female

Christmas Future: Male or female

Sound Person: Works backstage

Greek Chorus parts are distributed or numbered at director’s discretion. They may sing, speak sing, or just speak the lines if singing is not comfortable, as the director sees fit. Parts may be doubled.

Pre show: Setting the Mood

Some carolers (in London dress) greet the audience in the anteroom. 

They sing and pass out candy canes and programs prior to show time.

Optional upbeat carols might include:

· Deck the Hall

· Angels We Have Heard

· Jingle Bells

· Oh, Christmas Tree

Repeat the first carol to enter the stage area:

This is the cue for the singers to walk into the set. Narrator, singers and any other Greeks, enter past the audience, and go to their stage positions where there is a high stool and a podium for Narrator and chairs for the Greek chorus at SR or SL. Some Greek chorus members, who are carolers from the hallway, will want to go backstage to change from London dress to Greek costume, in their sheet and head wreath.

The Seven Scenes of Scrooge

The seven short scenes of the show should be done as continuously as possible without taking actual breaks and blending them together.

       

Scene I

  

A street in London. Several lampposts are lit and it is early evening.      

  

Narrator: Greetings of the Season! 

Welcome, welcome to the _________________(name of group) presentation of “Scrooge With a Twist.”(sits on high stool DC)

Once upon a time, or should I say, “and this is how it all began,”

Charles Dickens wrote the story of Scrooge. A story of redemption, of family love, of...adaptation and change, well, everyone knows the story of Ebenezer Scrooge. 

Right? At least I think you do, yes? Right? 

       

Audience and Greeks: Yes! Sure do! Read it before, etc.

       

Narrator: Well, good. I’m glad that’s settled because I’d hate to bring up this whole thing for the very first time in your life, and then have to do it all by myself!...(shakes head and sighs) So would you mind if I ask you to give me a hand now and then?

       

Audience and Greeks: (respond by clapping, led by agreeable Greek chorus) Ok. Thank you, thank you so much. Now, as I was saying, (sees actor #1. entering) Oh, no!, (looks up, flustered) it’s starting! I don’t think I was quite ready. Here comes, Actor #1! You see, we couldn’t think of a good name for her, so...maybe a number will have to do, …unless of course, you can think of a name for us. What do you think?

       

Greek Chorus and Audience: Well, maybe, ...I like ... How about...? (offer names) 
       

Narrator:  What? That’s good. Well, aha...so what shall we call her? Hmmm...(stalls for time for audience to come up with more. Greek chorus make suggestions until Narrator hears one from the audience to use.)What’s that you want to call her, George? I don’t think so. Hortense? Oh, ________, ________________I really like that. From now on, (looks at her) you’re ______________.

       

Actor #1: (Bows to audience) Thank you ever so. (ala Marilyn Monroe) May I begin? (sits down on bench SR- Opens a large book)

Narrator: Well, since you auditioned for the part, I suggest you start now.

       

Actor #1: (slowly and with great dramatic enunciation) Marley was dead to begin with. There was no doubt whatever about that, and…

       

Narrator: Yes, yes, yes, (gets up and goes over to Actor #1.) Can’t we just skip that part? Everybody knows that Marley was dead.

       

Actor #1: Well, I was just reading the script and it says that....

   

Narrator:  I know what it says, I have a copy right here, but it’s so depressing. Couldn’t we have a different beginning just for once? (gets up and asks audience)Don’t you think so? (Yes!) How about it? How should we start this?

       

Audience response, Greek chorus if necessary, Greeks: “Yes! Ok …etc.)

       

Greek #5: Yes, just skip the Marley was dead part and get on with it!

       

Actor #1: (Miffed, huffs, and leaves the stage. Narrator watches him/her go.)

       

Narrator: Oh, well, never mind, at least we still have that traditionally famous part of theater, the Greek Chorus, who will...hopefully remain to help us tell the story.

       

Greek Chorus: (All stand, take a step forward and bow during the piano introduction)
       

Music Cue: Piano Introduction

Greek chorus:

God rest ye merry gentlemen,

Let nothing you dismay,

This miser that we sing about

Can’t spoil your Christmas day!

We’ll sing of joy and peace, good will,

So listen what we say,

Oh, tidings of comfort and joy,

Comfort and joy,

Oh glad tidings to all this Christmas day.

(piano transition to We Three Kings)

End of FreeView—Now, buy the entire play!
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