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SPINDRIFT WAY

BY Stuart Harris

Cast: PAULA McRACKEN, Mid 80's 

COLLEEN, Mid 90 's 

ARLY, 70' s 

FRANK P. ZEETAR, Mid 70's 

FRED Elderly Highway Patrolman; Frank's identical twin, Mid 70's 

Time: The Present . 

Setting: Late afternoon. The intersection of Alvina Street and Spindrift Way in Ventura, California

COLLEEN are poised , waiting for the light to change. PAULA has a cane, while COLLEEN has a four-wheel cart with the words, "Colleen's Hot Rod" painted on the front. In addition to a tiny basket between the handlebars, there is a flat area behind it, which may function as a seat.

COLLEEN: Is it still red?

PAULA: Yeah…Still red.

COLLEEN: Some days technology is slow. 

PAULA: (after a beat) colleen…I ever tell you about my uhhh, grandmother?

COLLEEN: What'd she do now ? 

PAULA: She's dead. 

COLLEEN:  At our age I would hope so. (after a beat.) Well, Paula ...what'd she do? 

PAULA: She had a farm in Kansas. It wasn't a big place like you grew up on in Iowa…But anyway.... She and my grandfather used to get in their car. Back then…

COLLEEN:  Back when? 

PAULA: Before the first world war. Anyway , they'd bought this new car...A new Something or other…Anyhow, they'd get in this car, they'd st art to back out of their driveway...And they' d turn to go up the street. And my grandmother used to say, "whip 'em up , John. Whip 'em up." 

COLLEEN:  Whip what up? 
PAULA:  We11…

COLLEEN: They're in a car, Paula. What are they whipping up? PAULA: It was a habit. 

COLLEEN: It was a car. Couldn't she have said "Put the pedal to the metal?" 

PAULA: I suppose. 

COLLEEN: So where'd the "whip 'em up" come from? 

PAULA: It was from the days when ... They had a buckboard. The horse and buggy era. It was a way of saying "Get a move on." 

COLLEEN:  Is that what you're trying to tell me? 

PAULA: No. I was simply relating a…

COLLEEN: (suddenly.) Hey. It 's green. It's green, Paula. 

PAULA: I wasn't screaming, Colleen . I was simply relating 

COLLEEN:  (pointing to the light.) No. It's green. The light is green 

PAULA (seeing the light.) Oh Yeah. Yeah. It's green. Come on, Colleen. Let's pick'em up and put'em down. 

COLLEEN: Oh No ---It's out. 

PAULA: What…? 

COLLEEN: The light's out---
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