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SS SHIPENSHORE

By

Marian Ellis & John Gutberlet
MRS. HOPE:  A shipping magnate?  But what are you doing mopping floors?

WARREN:  I am learning the business from the bottom up, you might say.  Someday I’ll be the owner and know the business from top to bottom.

MRS. HOPE:  Owner of a shipping company… Oh, yes, you may marry Miles. Yes.

(Favorable crowd reaction as Miles and Warren hug. Crewperson bursts on with jewel box.)

CREWPERSON: Captain!  Captain!  I found the jewelry box! It was in the laundry under the sheets!  (gives box to Captain)
CAPTAIN: (giving it to Mrs. Hope) I believe this is yours.  

MRS. HOPE: (takes it) Thank you. (opens box, looks inside, turns it upside down) It’s empty.

WARREN:  Mrs. Hope, I believe I can speak for my father when I say that Overton Shipping Company will make complete restitution for your jewels. If you make a list of everything that was in there, we will replace them with jewels of equal value.

MRS. HOPE:  Oh… but… I already have--

CAPTAIN:  (interjecting) Harriet, that is a most generous offer.

MRS. HOPE:  But, Ernest, I already have…

CAPTAIN:  (interjecting again) Harriet… (he puts one finger up to his lips)
MRS. HOPE:  (puzzled at first, then gets it) Oh! Right! (to Warren) Thank you so much, Warren, I… accept the offer. (Mrs. Hope and Captain grin at each other.)
WARREN:  Good. Just let me have the box and we will fill it for you. (goes to reach for it.  She draws it back.)

MRS. HOPE:  Oh, no… you can’t have the box. It’s an antique.

MILES:  Been in our family for hundreds of years. From around the sixteen hundreds. The wood is Chinese rosewood.

MR. W:  It’s valuable?

MILES:  Probably worth about $10,000.

MR. W:  Well, I’ll be darned!

JACK:
What do you say?

MR. W:  I said, oh my.  (He goes back to Mrs. Walker and they look chagrined, and Jack goes back to them and keeps looking them over.)

CREW PERSON:  Captain! Land HO! (Everyone looks toward audience, sees land and gets excited.)

FIRST MATE:  We are approaching the harbor, Sir.

SECOND MATE:  We are approaching the harbor, Sir.

CAPT: (to passengers) Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you for cruising with us on the Shipenshore.  And please come back again.

PASSENGER:  (to Agnes) I guess you won’t be coming back, will you, Agnes?

AGNES:  Are you kidding? This was the best cruise ever! Pirates, jewel thieves, detectives, romance! I’ve already bought my next ticket.

CURTAIN
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Now, buy the entire show—such fun!
SS Shipenshore
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