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THE WILD SISTER

(A ten-minute play)

by

John Clifford

The Cast

(Three mature sisters)

KATE – The dominant, rather caustic one. Has a sentimental underside, but also a history of impatience with:

JOANIE – The most naive one. She has never felt on equal footing with the other two, and is sensitive about that.

MARILYN – The unpredictable one; ambiguous one minute, lively orator the next.

Place

Living area of Marilyn's home. Set can be as minimal as two chairs.

Time

The present, late morning.

(At rise, KATE enters followed by an anxious JOANIE, whom she has just let in. JOANIE is shedding her coat... At this point both are hyped-up, worried and want to be helpful, in spite of long-standing tensions between them.)

JOANIE: Where shall I put my coat?

KATE: Anywhere.

JOANIE: I just couldn't get away sooner. How long have you been here?

KATE: About two hours.

JOANIE: Has Eric called her or anything?

KATE: (tersely) He's not going to call. The man is gone.

JOANIE: Where's Marilyn?

KATE: In the bedroom. (JOANIE starts toward the offstage) No! Don’t go in there. She wants more time by herself.

JOANIE: She's gonna be by herself for the rest of her life!

KATE: Not so loud. If our sister needs time to pull herself together, let's let her have it. Just wait, just hold the knot in your stomach and wait, like I am.

JOANIE: (pacing) Can you believe it? The tough years over, both children doing well, and just when they could settle down and enjoy their grandkids - Eric dumps her. 

KATE: With no warning. Marilyn woke up in the middle of the night, poof, he's gone. Nothing there but the note he left behind. Imagine that? After all these years of marriage - he leaves a note!

JOANIE: That's disgusting.

KATE: You want to read it?

JOANIE: I don't want to see it...Well, maybe later...On the phone you said "another woman." Who's the other woman?

KATE: I'm not sure. Between you and me it could be any one of several.

JOANIE: You know that? (KATE nods) Did you ever tell Marilyn?

KATE: I wanted to, but I couldn't. I know she especially wouldn't want to hear it from me.

JOANIE: (sigh) That Eric... Marilyn and Eric. I never did think those two names went together.

End of FreeView—Now buy the entire play!
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