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SHOES

by

Judd Silverman

The Cast

BETTY – A widow

OREN – Her favorite nephew

SYLVIA – Betty’s sister

Time
A large family gathering, present

Place

Betty’s rather nice home.

(At Rise. A bedroom. A young man, OREN, stands next to his AUNT BETTY, who is holding a pair of shoes.)

BETTY: Well, here they are. Aren't they just like I told you?

OREN: Yes. Pretty much.

BETTY: Nice, huh?

OREN: Nice.

BETTY: Black wingtips never go out of fashion. What size do you wear?

OREN: 9 1/2.

BETTY: They should fit. Your Uncle Buddy wore a 10, but men's feet were smaller then.

OREN: How old are they?

BETTY: Let's see. He died five years ago, I kept them in the closet, he probably bought them a good…now, wait, it was before his first stroke--

OREN: I really…

BETTY: Eight years. Ten years, tops.

OREN: And men's feet were smaller then?

BETTY: What?

OREN: You said men's feet were smaller ten years ago.

BETTY: Well, your feet certainly were!

OREN: But we're talking about Uncle Buddy's feet.

BETTY: I was cleaning out the closet and I just thought, "Oren could wear these!" You were his favorite nephew.

OREN: I was his only nephew!

BETTY: Well, Lynda, before her…operation.

OREN: I forgot.  It was kind of you, but…

BETTY: Try them on. If they fit, you'll take them. If not, I'll give them to someone else.

(OREN gingerly steps out of his loafers and looks at the black wing tips. He takes them from her, sits and stares at the shoes, with AUNT BETTY watching in great anticipation.)

BETTY: (continuing) Well, go on! They won't bite!

OREN: It's just that…well, I mostly wear sneakers and hiking shoes. Where will I--

BETTY: An opportunity will present itself! Buddy only wore 'em once, twice at the most. Go on!

(OREN loosens them up and starts to put one on his foot, when AUNT SYLVIA enters.)

SYLVIA: There you are, we were wondering where you two had OH MY GOD WHAT THE HELL DO YOU THINK YOU'RE DOING?! STOP THAT!

OREN: What?
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