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AGE ON STAGE: TEN MINUTE PLAY

By

Terry Ryburn

Terri Ryburn retired from Illinois State University, Normal, to restore a building on Route 66, perform stand-up comedy, write, and act. A Senior Theatre company, frequently performs her plays, where she is one of the actors and serves as the resident playwright.

Here is more information about the plays.

Ten Years Younger

2 females

Approximately 15 minutes

Jane, an unsuspecting mother of the bride, gets more than she bargained for when she stops at the mall to buy pantyhose on her way to the wedding. ZsaZsa, an uptight beauty consultant who considers herself an “artiste,” offers to make Jane look ten years younger. Jane accepts the offer, unaware that ZsaZsa will take out her pent-up frustrations on her, resulting in an unforgettable makeover. Funny look at those who sell beauty to the gullible.

“Ten Years Younger is laugh-out-loud funny—a real crowd pleaser.”

Ann B. White, Program Director for Young at Heartland  

Cross Words

2 characters: 1 female, 1 male

10 minutes

Bill has rules about his daily crossword puzzle: absolutely no dictionary, no thesaurus, and no computer help allowed. His only exception to the no-help rule are friends and family whom he may consult. His wife, Lilah, knows a thing or two about crosswords and about her husband. A lively exchange between Bill and Lilah leads to the only possible solution! An affectionate look at a daily ritual.

Let’s Go to the Movies

2 females

10 minutes

Helen and Joyce want to go to the movies, but which one? If Joyce can remember plots and actors, Helen may be able to provide the names. The two sisters struggle to identify the actor playing in a current movie, invoking his previous movies, roles, and co-stars as well as his family name, before deciding whether to attend the movie. If you’ve ever had an actor’s name right on the tip of your tongue, you will relate to this humorous and quick-paced play. 

The Edge of Forever

 2 characters: 1 female, 1 male

Approximately 15 minutes

Can Lois convince Bud to dress up and attend the 50th anniversary party that their daughters have planned for them? Will Bud’s “color commentary” of the day’s obituaries sidetrack Lois? Fifty years is a long time to love another person; do Lois and Bud have regrets about their years together? A funny and poignant look at a couple standing “at the edge of forever.”  

They Also Serve

3 females

10 minutes

Rosemary, Shirley, and Maxine meet at a coffee shop once a week. They have been friends since their World War II-era college days. Shirley and Maxine have had their share of heartaches but this morning a secret will be revealed that Rosemary has managed to keep from them for more than 65 years. A poignant exploration of the nature of love and how it survives. 

“Rosemary’s description of David smelling of cigarettes and beer and Old Spice aftershave, took me back to my first kiss from the soldier who became my husband.” Audience member, Young at Heartland performance.

High Heels

2 females

Approximately 10 minutes

Linda and Karen have been friends since their first day on the job, more than 40 years ago. Today they are trying on shoes in a department store. Can they ever really have walked in such high heels?  Whatever happened to the shoe salesman with a “thing” for Karen? And, what size shoe does Karen really wear? As Karen and Linda try on shoes, they are 18 again, remembering their “small feet, tiny ankles, and high insteps.” 

“This brought back memories of my first pair of heels, and how I always lie about my shoe size!” Audience member, Young at Heartland performance.

ORDER NOW!

