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AT THE BORDER

By

Bob Wilkins

About the Playwright

Bob Wilkins was a teacher for 37 years and is a self taught producer, director, and playwright.  During the last 24 years of his career he was the principal of a small rural junior/senior high school where he produced and directed 21 annual variety shows, 14 dinner theatre plays, 3 children’s theatre plays, and 5 Remembrance Day plays.  He began writing plays in 1997 because it was difficult to find plays suitable for small cast high school productions.  Several of his works have been published.  He also wrote one play and helped direct two plays for the local community theatre.  In retirement, Bob continues to dabble in writing.

Setting

The reception area of the Pettiburg town hall.  Pettiburg is a border town where the border between Canada and the United States runs through the town and the town hall. The stage is divided by a border that separates the Canadian side of Pettiburg from the American side.  On each side is a desk with a chair and a couple of chairs for general seating.  There is also a doorway to each Mayor’s office and an entrance to the rest of the building.

The Cast (in order of appearance)

All characters are 50 or older

DELLA – Darrel’s secretary. 

KATE – Bernard’s secretary.  She is the youngest of all the characters.

Lou – the janitor of the American side. 

Darrel – the American Mayor. 

Marlene – a reporter with the Canadian newspaper. 

Bernard –the Canadian Mayor. 

Hippie #1 (male or female) – a hippie.

Hippie #2 (male or female) – a hippie.

Parker (male or female) – a government agent.

Running Time

Approximately 35 minutes

At the Border
Lights fade up.  Kate and Della work at their desks.

Lou

(Lou enters from the US Entrance.  He sweeps the floor.)  Morning, Della. 

Della

Good morning, Lou.  How are you today?

Lou

Are you askin’ because you’re really interested or are you just flappin’ your lips?

Della

Just flapping, Lou.  Just flapping.

Lou

(To Kate.)  And how about you?  How’s everythin’ over there in Canada?

Kate

Everything’s fine over here.

Lou

You interested in how I am?

Kate

Sure I am, Lou.

Della

You really should know better, Kate.

Lou

If truth be known, I’m kind of tired this mornin’.  I was up half the night tryin’ to keep the weasels out of my pants. 

Kate

I don’t think I want to hear this.

Della

You started it.

Lou

I always like to put my overalls on the chair in the porch.  To let them air out.  But I got this mama weasel lookin’ to make a nest.  She must like my scent or something.  She was in there most the night scratchin’ around in my overalls.

Darrel
(Enters from the US Entrance.  Crosses to Della’s desk.)  Good morning, Della. 

Della

Good morning, Darrel.  Here’s your mail.

Darrel

Thanks, Della.  (Sorts through the mail.)  Good morning, Lou.  And how are you today? 

Lou

First of all, let me ask you somethin’.

Darrel

That’s great.  Hold all my calls for about half an hour, Della.  (Exits by the US Mayor’s Office.)

Lou

That figures.  If it ain’t about gettin’ a vote, then he ain’t interested.  (Resumes sweeping.)

Marlene

(Enters from Canada Entrance and crosses to Kate’s desk.)  Good morning, Kate.  Is the mayor in?

Kate

No, not yet.  He’ll be a little late today.

Marlene

That’s OK.  (Crosses to the Border.)  Good morning, Della.  Is Darrell in?

Della

Yes he is, but I’m afraid he isn’t seeing anyone right now.
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