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Clyde, Is That You?

a ten-minute sketch
By Jerry Bailey

CAST

One man, three women

Clyde - a 60ish rogue

Margaret - Clyde's first ex-wife

Esther - Clyde's second ex-wife

Eloise - Clyde's third ex-wife

STAGE SET – only one table and three chairs  

(Clyde is sitting in the middle chair and talking on a cell phone.)

Clyde:  Charley?  This is Clyde.  Guess where I'm at?  I'm in Las Vegas…No, I'm not getting married or divorced. Three of each were more than enough. Anyhow, I just came out here for a little R & R, take in a few shows...No, Wayne Newton doesn't work here anymore. I think he's in Branson…if he's still alive… No I think they took early retirement.  I read somewhere that Roy was gnawed on by one of their tigers or maybe it was Siegfried.  Or maybe one of them gnawed on one of the tigers, or maybe they gnawed on each other, but anyhow, they're not working Vegas anymore.  I'll mainly play a little blackjack and maybe some golf but win or lose at the tables I've already hit the jackpot and that's why I called.  You ought to get out here…Why?  Because the Red Hatters are here, in force, and…members of the Red Hat Club, older women who wear purple dresses, red hats and believe in having a good time.  It's their National Convention and the place is teeming with older babes from all over the country…Older as in over 50 or 60 or something but it doesn't matter, at our age, who cares.  Matter of fact I see one right now walking this way and she looks hot.  Let me put on my glasses.  (he puts on his glasses) Oh she's hot all right and she may be bothered.  Jesus, I think it's my first ex-wife so it's time to crank up the old charm machine.  I'll call you back with the complete play-by-play…Thanks.  Bye.

Margaret:  Clyde? Is that you?

Clyde:  Yes it is. How are you Margaret?  

Margaret:  I'm fine, and you.

Clyde:   Excellent. What a wonderful surprise to see you after all these years and may I say that `you haven't aged a bit.

Margaret:  Thank you for saying that but I shouldn't be surprised....you always had a way with words.

Clyde:  Would you like to sit down and join me for a few minutes?

Margaret:  Well, just for a few, I'm supposed to meet some friends for lunch.

Clyde:  Splendid. So how have you been? Are you still living in Dubuque?

Margaret:  Yes, in the summertime. Palm Springs in the winter, an occasional trip to Europe, visits to see my children, things like that.

Clyde:  You have children?

Margaret:  Two, and five wonderful grandchildren.

Clyde:  Than you obviously re-married.
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