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NOTICE
Copyright: This play is fully protected under the Copyright Laws of the United States of America, the British Commonwealth of Nations, including Canada, and all countries of the Berne and Universal Copyright Convention.  

The printed text is offered for sale at the price quoted, with the understanding that if any additional copies are needed for production, they will be purchased from the publisher.

The purchase of this play as an e-script entitles the purchaser the right to make photocopies for your cast. Sharing of the material with other organizations or persons is prohibited. This play may not be reproduced in any other form without the written permission of the publisher. Please include the copyright statement on each copy made.  The laws of the United States are specific regarding the piracy of copyrighted materials. 

Royalty: The writing of plays is a means of livelihood. Unlawful use of a playwright's work deprives the creator of his or her rightful income. The play is subject to royalty payment for professional and amateur performances. This includes readings, cuttings, scenes and excerpts, whether admission fee is charged or not. 

The royalty for amateur productions of Can I Put You On Hold? is $10 per performance, payable two weeks prior to your production. Insert in your programs:

“Performed with special permission from ArtAge Publications’ Senior Theatre Resource Center at www.seniortheatre.com, 800-858-4998.”

Contact ArtAge Publications for information about royalty for professional productions, permission to videotape, or additional questions. Royalty fees are subject to change.
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Can I Put You On Hold?

 a ten-minute play

By

Marcia Savin

CAST

Agnes – a woman on a cordless phone with call waiting 

Marilyn - Agnes’ old friend. She uses a cell phone

Carol - Agnes’ friend. She uses a cordless phone

Debbie - Agnes’ not-so-dear older sister. She uses a cordless phone

Ed - a car repairman. He uses a cell phone

Ronald – a gray-haired man. He uses a cell phone

(Note: If a second male is not available, the actor playing Ed can also play Ronald. Ed wears a baseball cap, stained shirt, jeans and glasses. Ronald wears casual summer jacket, and traveling pants. Alternately, the car repair person can be a woman named Edna, same dress as for Ed. Glasses optional. Change pronouns to match gender.)

(The other women wear casual clothes. Marilyn wears loose top and pants, not special sports training clothes. Comfortable flats, not sneakers.)

PROPS - Chair for Agnes, small address book in Agnes’ pocket, small end table with wine bottle and several wine glasses. Cordless or cell phones for everyone. Agnes has both phones. Luggage on wheels and overnight case for Ronald or just an overnight case.

TIME - Early fall. 

SETTING - Bare stage. We must imagine Agnes and everyone except Ed calling from home. Ed is at auto shop. 

Agnes sits Stage Center with her cordless phone. 

(Note: When she speaks on the phone to another character, that person enters with phone and stands several feet away from her. As each caller enters, they take positions that eventually form a circle a few feet away from Agnes and from each other. When on Hold, they move around in their own little sphere but do not enter another character’s space. A wine bottle and several glasses sit on a small table in Marilyn’s space. The characters can’t see each other.)

(Note: The reason for several wine glasses, rather than one, is to avoid the idea that Marilyn is a lush. If available, add a small vase with artificial flowers.)

(Note: All dialogue is spoken into a phone, except when indicated that a character

speaks to her/himself.)

(Agnes punches numbers on phone.)

(Marilyn enters Stage Right, with ringing phone. Answers it.)

Marilyn:  Hel-lo! 

Agnes:  Hi, it’s Agnes.

Marilyn:  I was just about to call you. We just got back yesterday.

Agnes:  Marilyn, I want to hear all about your trip. I’m stuck here waiting to

hear from the auto shop. My brakes are getting fixed. So…how was it?

Marilyn:  Agnes, beyond fabulous. We had a little problem in Rome with our

hotel reservation but…

Agnes:  Marilyn, I have another call. Can you hold? I’ll be right back.

Marilyn:  Sure. 

(Agnes puts Marilyn on Hold and takes second call. Marilyn smiles in anticipation of describing trip. Carol enters, Stage Left, with phone, upset.)

Agnes:  Hello?

Carol:  Agnes, I’m frantic.

Agnes:  Oh, Carol, I’m sorry. What happened?

(Marilyn starts to practice Tai Chi. She’s a beginner. While Agnes and Carol talk, Marilyn gets into the Forward Stance: Places right foot in front of her, front knee bent and checks that feet are hip-width apart. Holds phone to ear in left hand; her right arm is chest level and curved away from body, as if holding a beach ball.)

Carol:  (wails) I can’t find my Slippers.

Agnes:  (puzzled) Have you looked under the bed?

Carol:  My new cat! I named him Slippers because of his paws.

Agnes:  Oh! Carol, I’m sure you’ll find her but…

Carol:  Him! And I’ve looked everywhere, Agnes. Including under the bed.

I know he’s frightened.
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Now, buy the entire show—such fun!
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